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BACON’S REBELLION. 


[We submit here a curious cotemporary account of a highly 
important and interesting passage in the colonial history of our 
State, commonly called Bacon’s Rebellion, which occurred in 
the years 1675-6, just a century before our revolutionary con- 
test, and was, in some respects, a very remarkable foreshadow- 
ing of that memorable event. The paper has been published 
several times before ; first, by Mr. Jefferson, (or by Mr. Wythe 
to whom he had sent it for the purpose,) in the Enquirer, of 
this city, on the Ist, 5th and 8th of September, 1804; from a 
copy of the original manuscript then in his possession;—2ndly, 
by the Rev. Dr. Rice, in the Virginia Evangelical and Literary 
Magazine; in the year 1820; (vol. 3d, p. 128, &c.,) from ano- 
ther copy of the same original then in the Library of Congress, 
which copy is now in the Library of our Virginia Historical 
Society, (having been presented to it by Nathan Pollard, a 
member, after the Doctor’s death,) and which we have before 
us at this time ;—and, lastly, by Peter Force, Esq., of Washing- 
ton, in 1836, in his Historical Tracts, (vol. Ist) from the first 
copy published in the Enquirer. We give it here again, in its 
proper place, in our chronological order, as one of the select se- 
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ries of ‘memorials’ which we purpose to preserve in our work ; 
as we find it in our copy above mentioned, with Mr. Jefferson's 
prefatory note, or introduction to his copy of the original, also 
in it, as follows:] 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT. 
BY MR. JEFFERSON. 


The original manuscript, of which the following is a copy, 
was communicated to me by Mr. King, our late Minister 
Plenipotentiary at the Court of London, in a letter of Dec. 
20, 1803. 

The transaction which it records, although of little ex. 
tent or consequence, is yet marked on the history of Vir- 
ginia as having been the only rebellion or insurrection 
which took place in the colony during the 168 years of its 
existence, preceding the American revolution; and one 
hundred years exactly before that event. In the contest 
with the house of Stuart, it only accompanied the steps of 
the mother country. The rebellion of Bacon has been lit- 
tle understood, its cause and course being imperfectly ex- 
plained by any authentic materials hitherto possessed. 
This renders the present narrative of real value. It appears 
to have been written by a person intimately acquainted 
with its origin, progress and conclusion, 30 years after it 
took place, when the passions of the day had subsided, 
and reason might take a cool and deliberate review of the 
transaction. It was written too not for the public eye, but 
to satisfy the desire of a minister, Lord Oxford; and the 
candor and the simplicity of the narration, cannot fail to 
command belief. On the outside of the cover of the MS. 
is the No. 3947 in one place, and 5781 in another. Very 
possibly the one may indicate the place it held in Lord 
Oxford’s library, and the other its number in the catalogue 
of the bookseller, to whose hands it came afterwards ; for 
jt was at the sale of the stock of a bookseller that Mr. King 
purchased it. 

To bring the authenticity of this copy as near to that of 
the original as I could, I have most carefully copied it with 
my own hand. The pages and lines of the copy corres- 
pond exactly with those of the original. The orthography, 
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abbreviations, punctuation, interlineations, and incorrect- 
nesses are preserved, so that it is a fac simile except as to 
the form of the letters. The orthography and abbreviations 
are evidences of the age of the writing. 

The author says of himself that he was a planter, (pa. 
20,) that he lived in Northumerland (3) but was elected 
a member of the assembly of 1676, for the county of Staf- 
ford, (20) Col. Mason being his colleague (21-45) of which 
assembly Col. Warner was speaker (61.) That it was the 
first and should be the last time of his meddling with pub- 
lic affairs, (49) and he subscribes the initials of his name, 
T. M. Whether the records of the time (if they still exist) 
with the aid of these circumstances, will show what his 
name was, remains for farther inquiry. 


To the right hono’ble Robert Harley, Esq. her Maj’ties Prin- 
cipal Secretary of State, and one of her most Hono’ble 
Privy Connells 


Sr.—The great honor of your command obliging my 
pen to step aside from its habituall element of ffigures into 
this little treatise of history; which having never before 
experienced, I am like Sutor ultra crepidam, and there- 
fore dare pretend no more than (nakedly) to recount mat- 
ters of ffact. 

Beseeching yo’r hono’r will vouchsafe to allow, that in 
30 years, diverse occurrences are Japs’d out of mind, and 
others imperfectly retained. 

So as the most solemn obedience can be now paid, is to 
pursue the track of barefac’d truths, as close as my mem- 
ory can recollect, to have seen, or believed, from credible 
ffriends with concurring circamstances ; 

And whatsoever yo’r celebrated wisdom shall finde amisse 
in the composure, my intire dependance is upon yo’r can- 
dour favourably to accept these most sincere endeavo’rs of 

Yo’r Hono’rs 
Most devoted humble serv’t, 
T. M. 
The 13th July 1705. 
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THE BEGINNING, PROGRESS, AND CONCLUSION OF BACON’S RE- 
BELLION IN VIRGINIA, IN THE YEARS 1675 anp 1676. 


About the year 1675. appear’d three prodigies in that 
country, which from th’ attending disasters were look’d 
upon as ominous presages. 

The one was a large comet every evening for a week, or 
more at South-west ; thirty-five degrees high streaming like 
a horse taile Westwards, untill it reach’d (almost) the hor- 
rison, and setting towards the Northwest. 

Another was, fflights of pigeons in breadth nigh a quar- 
ter of the mid-hemisphere, and of their length was no visi- 
ble end; whose weights brake down the limbs of large 
trees whereon these rested at nights, of which the ffowlers 
shot abundance and eat ’em; this sight put the old plan- 
ters under the more portentous apprehensions, because the 
like was seen (as they said) in the year 1640 when th’ In- 
dians comitted the last massacre, but not after, untill that 
present year 1675. 

The third strange appearance was swarms of filyes about 
an inch long, and big as the top of a man’s little finger, 
rising out of spigot holes in the earth, which eat the new 
sprouted leaves from the tops of the trees without other 
harm, and in a month left us. 

My dwelling was in Northumberland, the lowest county 
on Potomack river, Stafford being the upmost, where hav- 
ing also a plantation, servants, cattle &c. my overseer there 
had agreed with one Rob’t Hen to come thither, and be 
my herdsman, who then lived ten miles above it, but on a 
sabbath day morning in the sumer anno 1675. people in 
their way to church, saw this Hen lying thwart his thresh- 
old, and an Indian without the door, both chopt on their 
heads, arms and other parts, as if done with Indian hatch- 
etts, th’ Indian was dead, but Hen when ask’d who did 
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that? answered Doegs Doegs, and soon died, then a boy 
came out from under a bed, where he had hid himself, and 
told them, Indians had come at break of day and done 
those murders. 

ffrom this Englisman’s bloud did (by degrees) arise Ba- 
eons rebellion with the following mischiefs which over- 
spread all Virginia and twice endangered Maryland, as by 
the ensuing account is evident. 

Of this horrid action Coll, Mason who comanded the 
militia regiment of ffoot, and Capt. Brent the troop of horse 
im that county (both dwelling six or eight miles downwards). 
having speedy notice raised 30, or more men, and pursu’d 
those Indians 20 miles up and 4 miles over that river into: 
Maryland, where landing at dawn of day, they found two 
small paths each leader with his party took a seperate path 
and in less than a furlong, either found a cabin, which they 
(silently) surrounded. Capt. Brent went to the Doegs ca- 
bin (as it proved to be) who speaking the Indiam tongue 
called to have a ‘“‘ Matchacomicha Weewhioe,”’ i. e. a coun-- 
cill called presently such being the usuall manner with In- 
dians) the king came trembling forth, and wou’d have fled, 
when Capt. Brent, catching hold of his twisted leck (which: 
was all the hair he wore) told him he was come for the 
murderer of Robt. Hen, the kiag pleaded ignorance and 
slipt loos, whom Brent shot dead! with his pistoll, th’ In- 
dians shot two or three guns out of the cabin, th’ English 
shot into it, th’ Indians throng’d out at the door and fled, 
the English shot as many as they cou’d, so- that they killed 
ten, as Capt. Brent told me, and brought away the kings 
son of about 8 years.eld, concerning whom is an observa- 
ble passage, at the end of this expedition; the noise of 
this shooting awaken’d th’ Indians in the cabin, which Col. 
Mason had encompassed, whe likewise rush’d out and fled,. 
of whom his company (supposing from that noise of shoate- 
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ing Brents party to be engaged) shot (as the Coll. informe 
ed me) flourteen before an Indian came, who with both 
hands shook him (friendly) by one arm saying Susquehan- 
oughs netoughs i.e. Susque ianaugh friends and fled, where- 
upon he ran amongst his men, crying out “ ffor the Lords 
sake shoot no more,” these are our friends the Susque- 
hanoughs. 

This unhappy scene ended; Coll. Mason took the king 
of the Doegs son home with him, who lay ten dayes in 
bed, as one dead, with eyes and mouth shutt, no breath 
discerned, but his body continuing warm, they believed 
him yett alive ; th’ aforenamed Capt. Brent (a papist) com- 
ing thither on a visit, and seeing his little prisoner thus 
languishing, said ‘‘ perhaps he is pawewawd i. e. bewitch’d, 
and that he had heard baptism was an effectuall remedy 
against witchcraft wherefore advis’d to baptise him Coll. 
Mason answered, no minister cou’d be had in many miles; 
Brent replied yo’r clerk Mr. Dobson may do that office, 
which was done by the church of England liturgy; Coll. 
Mason with Capt. Brent god fathers and Mrs. Mason god- 
mother, my overseer Mr. Pimet being present from whom 
I first heard it, and which all th’ other persons (afterwards) 
affirm’d to me; the ffour men returned to drinking punch, 
but Mrs. Mason staying and looking on the child, it open’d 
the eyes, and breath’d, whereat she ran for a cordial, which 
he took from a spoon, gaping for more and so (by degrees) 
recovered, tho’ before his baptism, they had often tryed the 
same means but coud not by no endeavours wrench open 
his teeth. 

This was taken fora convincing proofe against infidelity. 

But to return from this digression, the Susquehanoughs 
were newly driven from their habitations, at the head of 
Chesepiack bay, by the Cineca-Indians, down to the head 
of Potomack, where they sought protection under the Pase 
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cataway Indians, who had a fort near the head of that river, 
and also were our ffriends. 


After this unfortunate exploit of Mason and Brent, one 
or two being kill’d in Stafford, boats of war were equipt to 
prevent excursions over the river, and at the same time 
murders being (likewise comitted in Maryland, by whom 
not known, on either side the river, both countrys raised 
their quota’s of a thousand men, upon whose coming be- 
fore the ffort, th’ Indians sent out 4 of their great men, 
who ask’d the reason of that hostile appearance, what they 
said more or offered I do not remember to have heard; but 
our two comanders caused them to be (instantly) slaine, 
after which the Indians made an obstinate resistance shoot- 
ing many of our men, and making frequent, fierce and 
bloody sallyes; and when they were call’d to, or offerd 
parley, gave no other answer, than ‘‘where are our four 
Cockarouses, i. e. great men? 


At the end of six weeks, march’d out seventy five Indi- 
ans with their women children &c. who (by moon light 
past our guards hollowing and firing att them without op- 
position having 3. or 4 decrepits in the ffort. 

The next morning th’ English followed, but could not, 
or (for fear of ambuscades) would not overtake these des- 
perate fugitives the number we lost in that siege I did not 
hear was published. 

The walls of this fort were high banks of earth, with 
flankers having many loop-holes, and a ditch round all, 
and without this a row of tall trees fastened 3. foot deep 
in the earth, their bodies from 5. to 8. inches diameter, 
watled 6. inches apart to shoot through with the tops twis- 
ted together, and also artificially wrought, as our men could 
make no breach to storm it, nor (being low land) could 
they undermine it by reason of water neither had they can- 
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non to batter itt, so that ’twas not taken, untill ffamine 
drove the Indians out of it. 

These escap’d Indians (forsaking Maryland) took their 
rout over the head of that river, and thence over the heads 
of Rappahanock and York rivers, killing whom they found 
of the upmost plantations untill they came to the head of 
James river, where (with Bacon and others) they slew Mr. 
Bacon’s overseer whom he much loved, and one of his ser- 
vants, whose bloud hee vowed to revenge if possible. 

In these frightfull times the most exposed small families 
withdrew into our houses of better numbers, which we 
fortified with pallisadoes and redoubts, nieghbours in bodys 
joined their labours from each plantation to others alter- 
nately, taking their arms into the ffields, and setting cen- 
tinels; no man stirred out of door unarm’d, Indians were 
(ever and anon) espied, three 4. 5. or 6. in a party lurking 
throughout the whole land, yet (what was remarkable) I 
rarely heard of any houses burnt, tho’ abundance was for- 
saken, nor ever, of any corn or tobacco cut up, or other 
injury done, besides murders, except the killing a very few 
cattle and swine. 

Frequent complaints of bloudsheds were sent to Sr. 
Wm. Berkeley (then Govern’r) from the heads of the riv- 
ers, which were as often answered with promises of assis- 
tance. 

These at the heads of James and York rivers (having 
now most people destroyed by the Indians. flight thither 
from Potomack) grew impatient at the many slaughters of 
their neighbours and rose for their own defence, who chu- 
sing Mr. Bacon for their leader sent oftentimes to the Gov- 
ern’r humbly beseeching a comission. to go against those 
Indians at their own charge which his hono’r as often 
promisd but did not send; the misteryes of these delays, 
were wondred at and which I ne’re heard coud penetrate 
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into, other than the effects of his passion, and a new (not 
to be mentioned) occasion of avarice, to both which, he 
was (by the comon vogue) more than a litte addicted ; 
whatever were the popular surmizes and murmurings viz. 

“that no bullets woud pierce bever skins. 

“rebells forfeitures woud be loyal! inheritances &c.” 

During these protractions and people often slaine, most 
or all the officers, civill and military with as many dwell- 
ers next the heads of the rivers as made up 300. men tak- 
ing Mr. Bacon for their command’r met. and concerted 
together, the danger of going without a comiss’n on the 
one part, and the continuall murders of their neighbours 
on th’ other part (not knowing whose or how many of their 
own turns might be next) and came to this resolution viz. 
to prepare themselves with necessaries for a march, but 
interim to send again for a comission, which if could or 
could not be obteyned by a certaine day, they woud pro- 
ceed comission or no comission. 

This day lapsing and no com’n come, they march’d into 
the wilderness in quest of these Indians after whom the 
Govern’r sent his proclamacon, denouncing all rebells, 
who shoud not return within a limited day, whereupon 
those of estates obey’d; but Mr. Bacon with 57. men pro- 
ceeded untill their provisions were near spent, without 
finding enemy’s when coming nigh a ffort of ffriend Indi- 
ans, on th’ other side a branch of James river, they desired 
reliefe offering paym’t which these Indians kindly promis- 
ed to help them with on the morrow, but put them off with 
promises untill the third day, so as having then eaten their 
last morsells they could not return, but must have starved 
in the way homeward and now ’twas suspected, these In- 
dians had received private messages from the Govern’r and 
those to be the causes of these delusive procrastinations ; 
whereupon the English waded shoulder deep thro’ that 
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branch to the ffort pallisado’s still intreating and tendering 
pay, for victuals; but that evening a shot from the place 
they left on th’ other side of that branch kill’d one of Mr. 
Bacon’s men, which made them believe, those in the ffort 
had sent for other Indians to come behind ’em and cut 
7em off. 

Hereupon they fired the palisado’s, storm’d and burnt 
the ffort and cabins, and (with the losse of three English) 
slew 150 Indians. The circumstances of this expedicon 
Mr. Bacon entertain’d me with, at his own chamber, on a 
visit I made him, the occasion whereof is hereafter men- 
tioned. 

ffrom hence they return’d home where writts were come 
up to elect members for an assembly, when Mr. Bacon was 
unanimously chosen for one, who coming down the river 
was comanded by a ship with guns to come on board, 
where waited Major Hone the high sheriff of James town 
ready to seize him, by whom he was carried down to the 
Govern’r and by him receiv’d with a surprizing civility in 
the following words ‘‘Mr. Bacon have you forgot to be 
a gentleman.’ No, may it please yo’r hono’r answer’d 
Mr. Bacon; then replyed the Goven’r I’le take yo’r parol, 
and gave him his liberty in March 1675-6 writts came up 
to Stafford to choose their two members for an assembly to 
meet in May; when Coll. Mason Capt. Brent and other 
gentlemen of that county, invited me to stand a candidate; 
a matter I little dreampt of, having never had inclinacons 
to tamper in the precarious intrigues of Govern’t and my 
hands being full of my own business: they press’t severall 
eogent argum’ts and [I having considerable debts in that 
county, besides my plantation concerns, where (in one 
and th’ other) I had much more severely suffered, than any 
of themselves by th’ Indian disturbances in the sumer and 
winter foregoing I held it not (then) discreet to disoblige 
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the rulers of it, so Coll. Mason with myself were elected 
without objection, he at time convenient went on horse- 
back ; I took my sloop and the morning I arriv’d to James 
town after a weeks voyage, was welcom’d with the strange 
acclamations of All’s Over Bacon is taken, having not 
heard at home of these Southern comotions, other than 
rumours like idle tales, of one Bacon risen up in rebellion, 
no body knew for what, concerning the Indians. 

The next forenoon, th’ Assembly being met in a cham- 
ber over the Generall court and our Speaker chosen, the 
Govern’r sent for us down, where his hono’r with a pathetic 
emphasis made a short abrupt speech wherein were these 
words. 

“If they had killed my grandfather and grandmother, 
“my father and mother and all my friends, yet if they had 
“ come to treat of peace, they ought to have gone in peace, 
‘and sat down. 

The two chief comanders at the forementioned siege, 
who slew the ffour Indian great men, ‘being present and 
part of our Assembly. 

The Govern’r stood up againe and said “ if there be joy 
‘‘in the presence of the Angels over one sinner that re- 
“ penteth, there is joy now, for we have a penitent sinner 
‘come before us, call Mr. Bacon; then did Mr. Bacon 
upon one knee at the bar deliver a sheet of paper confess- 
ing his crimes, and begging pardon of god the king and 
the Govern’r whereto (after a short pause) he answered 
“God forgive you, I forgive you, thrice repeating the same 
words; when Coll. Cole (one of the council!) said, “ and 
all that were with him, yea, said the Governo’r and all that 
were with him, twenty or more persons being then in irons 
who were taken coming down in the same and other ves- 
sels with Mr. Bacon. 

About a minute after this the Govern’r starting up from 
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his chair a third time said “ Mr. Bacon! if you will live 
civilly but till next Quarter court (doubling the words) but 
till next Quarter court, lle promise to restore you againe 
to yo’r place, there, pointing with his hand to Mr. Bacons 
seat, he having been of the Councill before these troubles, 
tho’ he had been a very short time in Virginia but was de- 
posed by the foresaid proclamacon, and in the afternoon 
passing by the court door, in my way up to our chamber, 
I saw Mr. Bacon on his quondam seat with the Govern’r 
and councill, which seemed a marveilous indulgence to 
one whom he had so lately proscribed as a rebell. 

The Govern’r had directed us to consider of means for 
security from th’ Indian insults and to defray the charge 
&c. advising us to beware of two rogues amongst us, nam- 
ing Laurence and Drumond both dwelling at James town 
and who were not at the Pascataway siege. 

But at our entrance upon businesse, some gentlemen 
took this opportunity to endeavour the redressing severall 
grievances the conntry then labour’d under, motions were 
made for inspecting the publick revenues, the Collectors 
accompts &c. and so far was proceeded as to name part of 
a comittee whereof Mr. Bristol (now in London) was and 
myself another, when we were interupted by pressing mes- 
sages from the Govern’r to medle with nothing, untill the 
Indian business was dispatch’t. 

This debate rose high, but was overruled and I have not 
heard that those inspections have since then been insisted 
upon, tho’ such of that indigent people as had no bene- 
fits from the taxes groaned under our being thus overborn. 

The next thing was a Comittee for the Indian affaires, 
whereof in appointing members, myself was unwillingly 
nominated having no knowledge in martiall preparations, 
and after our names were taken, some of the house moved 


for sending 2. of our members to intreat the Govern’r 
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wou'd please to assign two of his councill to sit with, and 
assist us in our debates, as had been usuall. 

When seeing all silent looking each at other with many 
discontented faces, I adventur’d to offer my humble opin- 
ion to the Speaker “ for the comittee to form methods as 
‘agreeable to the sense of the house as we could, and re- 
“port em, whereby they woud more clearly see, on what 
“points to give the Govern’r and Councill that trouble if 
“ perhaps it might bee needfull. 

These few words raised an up-oar; one party urging 
hard “it had been customary and ought not to be omitted ; 
whereto Mr. Presby my neighbour an old assembly man, 
sitting next me, rose up, and (in a blundering manner re- 
plied) ‘ tis true, it has been customary, but if we have any 
“bad customes amongst us, we are come here to mend 
“em which set the house in a laughter. 

This was huddl’d off without coming to a vote, and so 
the comittee must submit to be overaw’d, and have every 
carpt at expression carried streight to the Governor. 

Our comittee being sat, the Queen of Pamunky (de- 
scended from Oppechankenough a former Emperor of Vir- 
ginia) was introduced, who entred the chamber with a com- 
portment gracefull to admiration, bringing on her right 
hand an Englishman interpreter, and on the left her son a 
stripling twenty years of age, she having round her head a 
plat of black and white wampam peaque three inches broad 
in imitation of a crown, and was cloathed in a mantle of 
dress’t deerskins with the hair outwards and the edge cnt 
round 6 inches deep which made strings resembling twist- 
ed frenge from the shoulders to the feet; thus with grave 
courtlike gestures and a majestick air in her face, she 
walk’d up our long room to the lower end of the table, 
where after a few intreaties she sat down; th’ interpreter 
and her son standing by her on either side as they had 
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walked up, our chairman asked her what men she woud 
lend us for guides in the wilderness and to assist us against 
our enemy Indians, she spake to th’ interpreter to inform 
her what the chairman said, (tho’ we believed she under- 
stood him) he told us she bid him ask son to whom the 
English tongue was familiar, and who was reputed the son 
of an English Colonel, yet neither woud he speak to or 
seem to understand the Chairman but th’ Interpreter told 
us, he refferred all to his mother, who being againe urged 
she after a little musing with an earnest passionate coun- 
tenance as if tears were ready to gush out and a fervent 
sort of expression made a harangue about a quarter of an 
hour, often interlacing (with a high shrill voice and vehe- 
ment passion) these words ‘“ Tatapatamoi Chepiack, i. e. 
*Tatapamoi dead. Coll. Hill being next me, shook his 
head, I ask’d him what was the matter, he told me all she 
said was too true to our shame, and that his father was 
generall in that battle, where dverse years before Tatapa- 
_ tamoi her husband had led a hundred of his Indians in 
help to th’ English against our former enemy Indians, and 
was there slaine with most of his men; for which no com- 
pensation (at all) had been to that day rendered to her 
wherewith she now upbraided us. 

Her discourse ending and over morose Chairman not 
advancing one cold word towards asswaging the anger and 
grief her speech and demeanour manifested under her op- 
pression, nor taking any notice of all she had said, neither 
considering that we (then) were in our great exigency, 
supplicants to her for a favour of the same kind as the for- 
mer, for which we did not deny the having been so ingrate 
he rudely push’d againe the same question ‘“ what Indians 
will you now contribute &c.? of this disregard she signified 
her resentment bya disdainfull aspect, and turning her head 
half aside, sate mute till that same question being press’t 
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a third time, she not returning her face to the board an- 
swered with a low slighting voice in her own language 
“six, but being further importun’d she sitting a little while 
sullen, without uttering a word between said ‘ twelve, 
tho’ she then had a hundred and fifty Indian men, in her 
town, and so rose up and gravely walked away, as not 
pleased with her treatment. 
(To be continued.) 





AUGUSTA COUNTY. 
SCRAPS FROM THE RECORDS. 


Nov. 28th, 1750.—*‘‘ On the motion of Peter Scholl, Gent., 
its ordered that the Sheriff demand of Joseph Powell a 
saddle, supposed to belong to Ute Perkins and his follow- 
ers—and that John Harrison deliver the several goods in 
his possession (supposed to belong to the said Perkins or 
some of his followers,) to the said Scholl, he being one of 
the coroners, till further order.” 

Feb. 19th, 1751.— The petition of John and Reuben 
Harrison praying a reward for killing two persons under 
the command of Ute Perkins, who were endeavoring te 
rob them, was read and ordered to be certified.’”’ The fore 
going entries clearly prove that there was once in Augusta 
county a band of robbers. We cannot ascertain that there 
is any tradition relating to them. It is probable, however, 
that the scene of their operations is not within the present 
limits of the county. 

Nov. 28th, 1750.—‘ The grand jury for this county pre- 
sent Jacob Coger for a breach of the peace, by driving 
hogs over the Blue Ridge on the Sabbath day, within two 
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months last past.” At the succeeding May court, James 
Frame was presented “ for a breach of the Sabbath in un- 
necessarily travelling ten miles,’ and was fined five shil- 
lings. : 

May 30th, 1751.—* The petition of John David Wilpirt 
setting forth that he had been at considerable trouble and 
expense in coming from the Northward and settling in 
these parts—and that he has rented three lots in the new- 
erected town of Staunton, through which runs a good and 
convenient stream of water for building a mill—and pray- 
ing leave to build a grist and fulling mill,—was read,” &c. 
The petition was opposed by John Lewis, who had a mill 
within a mile of town, and the case was taken to the Gen- 
eral Court. 

Aug. 28th.—“ Robert McClanahan, Gent., Sheriff, hav- 
ing informed the court that Henry Witherington, a servant 
boy belonging to John Stevenson, was in jail, and that he 
had an iron lock around his neck with a gag in his mouth— 
it is ordered by the court that he immediately take off the 
same.” The numerous applications to the court in rela- 
tion to indented servants, show that there were many of 
them in the county at that day. 

Aug. 29th.—‘ Ordered that the Sheriff employ a work- 
man to make a ducking stool for the use of this county, 
according to law.’’ The use of the ducking stool is ex- 
plained in the following extract from the work of a cele- 
brated law writer of the last century :—‘‘ A common scold, 
communis rixatrix, (for our law Jatin confines it to the fem- 
inine gender,) is a public nuisance to her neighborhood. 
For which offence she may be indicted ; and if convicted, 
shall be sentenced to be placed in a certain engine of cor- 
rection called the trebucket, castigatory, or cucking stool, 
which in the Saxon language is said to signify the scolding 
stool; though now it is frequently corrupted into ducking 
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stool, because the residue of the judgment is, that, when 
she is so placed therein, she shall be plunged in the water 
for her punishment.” 

Next we have a specimen of Scotch Irish loyalty :— 

Nov. 27th —‘ The grand jury present Owen Crawford 
for drinking a health to King James and refusing to drink 
a health to King George.” Owen found it to his interest 
to leave the county about that time, and at the succeeding 
June court, the presentment was dismissed, on the motion 
of the King’s attorney. The King James referred to, was 
the Pretender, son of James II, who was declared King 
with the title of James III, by the rebels in Scotland, in 
1715. 

Nov. 27th, 1751.—“ The court proceeded to lay the 
county levy, and allowance was made for 224 wolves’ heads. 
Robert Breckenridge produced sixteen, and Alex. Wright 
fifty-one, which were assigned to them. Fifty thousand 
and six hundred pounds of tobacco was the amount paid 
for them. 

Nov. 29th, 1750.—‘‘ The Rev. John Todd, a Dissenting 
Minister, came into court, and took the oaths prescribed 
by act of Patliament to be taken instead of the oaths of 
allegiance and supremacy and the abjuration oath, and 
made and subscribed the test, which, on his motion, is or- 
dered to be certified.” 

March 22nd, 1753.—‘* Henry Lancisco, a German Prot- 
estant, having produced a certificate from a Protestant cler- 
gyman of his having taken the sacrament, and made oath 
of his being an inhabitant of this colony upwards of twelve 
years, and having taken the usual oaths, certificate is 
granted him for obtaining letters of naturalization.” 

May 17th, 1754.—‘ Anne , wife of James : 
having come into court and abused William Wilson, Gent., 
one of the Justices for this county, by calling him a rogue, 
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and that on his coming off the bench ‘she would give it 
to him with the devil’’—its therefore ordered that the Sheriff 
take her into custody,” &c. 

March 17th, 1756.—* Francis Farguson being brought 
before this court by warrant under the hand of Robert 
McClanahan, Gent., for damning Robert Dinwiddie, Esq., 
(Governor of the Colony,) for a ‘Scotch pedling son of a 
bitch,” was found guilty, but was excused on apologizing 
and giving security to keep the peace. 

November 24th, 1755.—* Ordered that the court be ad- 
journed until tomorrow morning at seven o’clock.”” Eight 
was the usual hour for meeting, and even that, in these 
degenerate times, would be considered most unreasonably 
early. 

In those days people came to Staunton to attend Court 
from the waters of New River on the one hand, and from 
the Pennsylvania line on the other—and from the West as 
far back as the settlements extended. Among the business 
which they came to transact, not the least important was 
to exchange their wolf scalps and peltries for the few ne- 
cessaries of life which they could not raise or manufacture 
at home, and which were brought across the mountain on 
pack horses. On such occasions the town was crowded 
with people, most of whom wore hunting shirts and moc- 
casons; and many of them, doubtless, had rather the ap- 
pearance of savage than of civilized men. But undera 
rude exterior they bore brave and honest hearts. They 
were men of stern integrity, of untiring energy, of indom- 
itable resolution. The descendants of the Scotch Irish 
settlers of the Valley of Virginia have no reason to be 
ashamed of their ancestry. 


J. A. W. 
Staunton. 
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THE MEETING OF THE MERCHANTS, 


Held in Williamsburg, in 1770. 


[We find the following paper in the Virginia Gazette of June 
28th, 1770, from which we copied the Account of the Associa- 
tion formed in Williamsburg, on Friday, the 22nd of said month, 
in our last number; and readily submit it to our readers, as it 
may serve to give them some idea of the Merchants, and the 
state of trade in our Colony, at that period. 

We append also, from the same journal, an Address to the 
Merchants and ‘Traders in Virginia, by an author who does not 
subscribe his name, but appears to write with authority; and 
whose communication furnishes us with another sample of the 
spirit and temper of the times. ] 


T a meeting of the MERCHANTS, at the house of Mr. 
Anthony Hay (present Mr. ANDREW SPROWLE, Chair- 
man to the Trade, and other members.) 

RESOLVED, that a committee be appointed to take 
under their consideration the general state of the trade of 
this colony, and that it be composed of the following Gen- 
tlemen : 


For Norfolk and Princess Anne. David Ress. 
The Chairman. Jerman Baker. 
Mess. Neill Jameson. Hanover town. 
John Taylor. Mess. John Johnson. 
William Aitchison. John Smith. 
John Lawrence. Hardin Burnley, jun. 
John Hutchings. Newcastle. 
Authony Walke. Mess. David Cochran. 
George Logan. Samuel Pearson. 
Matthew Phripp. Aylett’s. 
John Greenwood. Mr. Archibald Govan. 
Archibalu Campbell. Williamsburg. 
Paul Loyall. Mess. John Prentis. 
Portsmouth. Thomas Hornsby. 
Mess. Robert Shedden. William Holt. 
Humphrey Roberts. James Cocke. 
Thomas Hepburn. Haldenby Dixon. 


James Marsden. Robert Miller. 
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Hugh M’Mekin. 
Suffolk. 

Mess. Josiah Granbery. 
John Driver. 
Thomas Gilchrist. 
John Hamilton. 
Wills Cooper. 

Hampton. 

Mess. Jacob Wray. 

James Balfour. 
Nansemond. 
Mess. Joseph Scott. 


Archibald Buchanan. 


Anthouy Warwick. 
Smithfield. 

Mess. George Purdie. 
James Hunter. 
George Blair. 

Southampton. 


Mr. Thomas Williamson. 


Cobbam. 

Mess. James Baird. 
John Hay. 
Nicholas Falcon. 

Cabin Point. 

Mess. James Belsches. 
William Henderson. 
Walter Peter. 
Adam Fleming. 

Prince George. 

Mr. George Noble, 

Blandford. 

Mess. Patrick Ramsay. 
Charles Duncan. 
John Bland. 

Petersburg. 
Mess. Roger Atkinson. 


Neill Buchanan, sen. 


John Tabb. 
Theopilus Field. 
Neill Buchanan, jun. 
Edward Brisbane. 
Henry Lochead. 
Richard Booker. 
Osborne’s. 

Mess. John Fisher. 

Daniel M’Callum. 


John Greenhow. 
York. 
Mess. David Jameson. 
William Stevenson. 
Urbanna. 
Mr. James Mills. 
Hobb’s Hole. 

Mess. Archibald Ritchie. 
William Woddrop. 
Archibald M’Call. 
William Snodgrass. 

Leeds town. 

Mess. Thomas Jett. 

Thomas Hodge. 
Port Royal. 

Mess. James Bowie. 
Andrew Leckie. 
James Dunlop. 

Fredericksburg. 

Mess. F elding Lewis. 
Charles Dick. 
James Hunter. 
Charles Yates. 
George Mitchell. 
John Glassell. 

Neil M’Coull. 
Falmouth. 

Mess. William Allison. 

James Robinson. 
Eastern Shore. 

Mess. William Ronald. 
John Bowdoin. 
Edward Kerr. 
Isaac Smith. 
Nathaniel L. Savage. 

Alexandria. 

Mess. John Carlyle. 
Robert Adams. 
Thomas Kirkpatrick. 

Colchester. 

Mess. Hector Ross. 
Alexander Henderson. 
James Dennistone. 

Dum fries. 

Mess. William Kerr. 
John Riddell. 
Thomas Montgomerie. 
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Warwick. 

Mess. John Esdale. 
Robert Donald. 
John Leitch. 

Rocky Ridge. 

Mess. James Lyle. 
Alexander Banks. 
Alexander Stewart. 
James Donald. 

Richmond. 

Mess. Patrick Coutts. 
Neill Campbell. 
James Buchanan. 
Peterfield Trent. 
James M’Dowall. 
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Cumberland Wilson. 
Boyd's Hole. 
Mess. Theodorick Bland. 
Andrew Grant. 
Wicomico. 
Mess. Thomas Reid. 
Hugh Hamilton. 
Robert Gilmour. 
Brunswick. 
Mess. Allan Love. 
William Edwards. 
Great Bridge. 
Mess. William Smith. 
Richard Templeman. 
Daniel Sandford. 





RESOLVED, that such Gentlemen as have any matter 
to recommend to the consideration of the Trade be re- 
quested to correspond with Mr. Haldenby Dixon, in Wil- 
liamsburg, who will lay the same before the committee at 
their next meeting, the 30th of Octoder next. 


TO THE MERCHANTS AND TRADERS IN VIRGINIA. 


It has long been matter of surprise, and concern, to many 
hearty friends to the trading interest of this colony, that a body 
of men, respectable as well from their number as the nature and 
extent of their connexions, should never yet (in imitation of 
Grat Britain, and other trading countries) have formed them- 
selves into a society, upon regular and liberal principles; by 
which means they would have had frequent opportunities of 
establishing a confidence with each other, exceedingly to their 
interest as individuals, and of gaining that dignity in the com- 
munity to which they are so justly entitled. 

The present crisis, though by né6 means pleasing in other in- 
stances, is, however, favourable in this: The invitation from 
the first Associators to the commercial part of the country has 
been accepted, with a cheerfulness equal to the judgment and 
politeness with which it was offered; and the merchants have, 
on this occasion. shewn an attachment to the true interest of 
this colony equal to that of any set of men, and exceeded by 
none. 

They have beheld the trifling conduct of Administration with 
that honest resentment it deserved, and have adopted such mea- 
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sures as must convince those misguided rulers over an injured 
people that there is a material difference between forbearance 
and acquiescence. Whilst there was a probability of obtaining 
redress they avoided complaints, and would willingly have flat- 
tered themselve that some regard would be shewn by the Min- 
istry to their own solemn assurances of doing every thing that 
was due, in justice, to the people of America. 


But how inconsistent with that justice, and how contradictory 
to those assurances, is the late partial repeal of the revenue act 
complained of! A measure calculated only to deceive those 
whom they had before abused ; and, by lulling them into a fan- 
cied security, make the blow which they have meditated against 
the dearest interests of the colonies more severe and decisive. 
Happily, however. their designs have been discovered ; and 
will, I hope, be defeated. The people of this colony (and, I 
doubt not, the whole people of America) are determined no 
longer to submit to an injury which is aggravated by an insult. 

Fired with this laudable resolution, they have formed, and ex- 
ecuted, an association against the importation of a variety of 
articles from Great Britain: and made. some other resolutions 
for the same purpose, as the reader will see at large in the copy 
published in the Gazette. Neither the time necessary to od 
taken up on such an occasion. nor their present situation, would 
= so full a reformation as the nature of the case required ; 
ut as they are determined to go on in perfecting the work, as 
speedily and with as much propriety as possible, they have es- 
tablished a committee to take under their consideration the gene- 
ral state of the trade in this colony, with a view to make such 
farther regulations as may appear necessary. This committee 
is understood to include the whole body of merchants and tra- 
ders in the colony; who have placed at their head a Gentleman 
justly entitled to that preference, as well from his known abili- 
ties as a merchant, as his warm attachment to the prosperity of 
this country. 

The Body of Merchants, have again chosen a select number, 
who are particularly invited to attend to the business reeommen- 
ded to their consideration, and who will be named hereafter to 
the publick. It may not be amiss to observe here, that no pref- 
erence is given to these from disregard to any others; all are 
requested to take part in so salutary a measure ; and any Gen- 
tleman desirous of a place for himself, or his friend, among 
those of the select committee, will be gratified, upon signifying 
such his inclination to the Deputy Chairman. The duty of thia 
committee being only to prepare, and offer, such matter as may 
appear necessary for the consideration of the Trade at their 
next meeting, this general observation, on the design in estab- 
lishing such committee, is introduced to prevent any jealousy or 
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suspicion among such as were not present, and to prevent any 
reflections being cast on the conduct of those who were. 

But I beg leave to recommend to the publick the considera- 
tion of the advantages which may arise to the community from 
the continuance of such a committee. The trade of this colony 
is considerable and extensive, and no doubt many regulations 
might be made for its advancement; but, dispersed as the mer- 
chants are, and remote from each other, their sentiments can- 
not be known easily, or, when known, carried into execution, 
for want of a proper channel. That channel is now opened, 
and a confidence begun between the landed and trading parts 
of the colony (whose real interest is the same) which, it is hoped, 
will be productive of advantage and honour to both. Let this 
confidence be continued; let it increase ; and let those illiberal 
distinctions which have too long prevailed among us be buried 
in oblivion. 

These are the sentiments of a man truly attached to the hap- 
eae of this country. He offers them with deference, and 

opes that, at least, he may escape censure. Let not its being 
an anonymous production lessen the attention which it is wish- 
ed may be given to it. No signature is necessary on such an 
occasion ; its utility will be its best distinction. The author 
seeks no literary fame, and only hopes to enjoy, in common with 
his fellow citizens, those advantages which are derived to every 
individual in a well regulated community. 





A SUPPLICATION TO SLEEP. 


Care-charming sleep, thou easer of all woes, 
Brother to death; sweetly thyself dispose 
On this afflicted prince ; fall, like a cloud, 
In gentle showers; give nothing that is loud 
Or painful to his slumbers ; easy, light, 
And, as a purling stream, thou son of night, 
Pass by his troubled senses ; sing his pain, 
Like hollow murmuring wind, or silver raine. 
Into this prince, gently, oh! gently slide, 
And kiss him into slumbers like a bride. 
Beaumont and Fletcher's Valentinian. 
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ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


COL. GEORGE MASON TO COL. WM. CABELL. 


[We copy the following letter from Col. George Mason to 
Col. William Cabell, from the originalwhich has been obli- 
gingly forwarded to us by N. F. Cabell, Esq., of Nelson, who 
found it, as he informs us, in the parcel along with'the Letters 
from Richard H. Lee, &c., heretofore published in our work.— 
Vol. Ist, p. 171, and vol. 2nd, p. 19.] 


Farrrax County, Gunsron-Hauz, May 6rn, 1783. 


Dear Sir,—I congratulate you most sincerely, upon the 
Establishment of American Liberty and Independence. 
Happiness and Prosperity are now within our Reach; but 
to attain and preserve them must depend upon our own 
Wisdom and Virtue. I hope the Assembly will revise sev- 
eral of our Laws, and abolish all such of them as are con- 
trary to the fundamental principles of Justice. This, and 
a strict adherence to the Distinctions between Right and 
Wrong for the future, is absolutely necessary, to restore 
that Confidence and Reverence in the people for the Legis- 
lature ; which a contrary Conduct has so greatly impaired ; 
and without which, their Laws must ever remain little bel- 
ter than a dead-Letter. Frequent Interferance with pri- 
vate Property and Contracts, retrospective Laws destructive 
of all public Faith, as well as Confidence between man and 
man, and flagrant Violations of the Constitution must dis- 
gust the best and wisest part of the Community, occasion 
a general Depravity of Manners, bring the Legislature into 
Contempt, and finally produce Anarchy and public Con- 
vulsion. 

I write to you with the Freedom and Sincerity of a 
Friend, knowing that you detest such Measures as much 
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as I do; they drove me out of the Assembly, with a tho- 
rough Conviction that it was not in my power to do any 
manner of Good: the Love of my Country is not extin- 
guished by it; and if I recover tollerable Health, and have 
just Cause to think I can do any essential public Service, I 
shall return again into the Legislature. 

We are told here, that the present Assembly intend to 
dissolve themselves, to make way for a General Conven- 
tion, to new-model the Constitution. Will such a Measure 
be proper, without a Requisition from a Majority of the 
People? If it can be done without such Requisition, may 
not the Caprice of future Assemblies repeat it, from time 
to time, until the Constitution shall have totally lost all 
Stability, and Anarchy introduced in its Stead? Or at any 
rate, will it not be better to defer ita year or two, until the 
present Ferment (occasioned by the late sudden Change) 
has subsided, and men’s minds have had time to cool? 

We are very much alarmed, in this part of the Country, 
least the Assembly shou’d pass some Laws infringing the 
Articles of the Peace, and thereby involve us in a fresh 
Quarrel with Great Britain; who might make Reprisals 
upon our Shipping or Coasts, without much Danger ot o- 
fending the late belligerent Powers in Europe, or even the 
other American States: but I trust that more prudent and 
dispassionate councils will prevail. 

One of my Sons and one William Allison have lately 
erected a Snuff Manufactory in this County, and have al- 
ready made a large Quantity of Snuff; which they intend 
to send soon into different parts of the Country: fearing the 
attempts of the British Merchants [to send} such a manu- 
facture here, they have presented a Petition to the Assembly, 
for laying a Duty upon Snuff imported from foreign Coun- 
trys; the Reasons for this are fully stated in their Petition, 
which I beg the Favour of you to examine; and if you 
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think their Request just and reasonable, I flatter myself they 
will be favoured with your Interest in the General Assem, 
bly. Iam, with much Respect and Esteem, 
Dear Sir, 
Y’r most ob’d’t Serv’t, 


G. MASON. 


GEN. WASHINGTON TO SAMUEL POSELL, ESQ. 


[The following Letter from Gen. Washington to Samuel 
Posell, Esq., is taken from the transcript receutly published for 
the first time by Silas E. Burrows, Esq., in the New York Jour- 
nal of Commerce. The original is in possession of Mr. Shwartz, 
U. S. Consul at Vienna, from whom Mr. B. obtained his copy. 
We take ours from the Baltimore Sun, of January 26th last. ] 


Mount Vernon, Fes. 5rn, 1789. 


Dear Sir,—The letters which you did me the honor of 
writing to me on the 6th and 26th last month, came duly 
at hand; and their enclosures were safely delivered to my 
nephew, Bushrod Washington, who fhas lately become a 
resident of Alexandria, where and at the courts in its vi- 
cinity he means to establish himself in the practice of the 
law. No apology, my dear sir, on this or any other occa- 
sion, was or will be necessary for putting any letter you 
mav wish to have safely conveyed to a friend in these parts, 
under cover to me. 

All the political manwuvres which were calculated to 
impede, if not to prevent the operation of the Government, 
are now brought to a close until the meeting of the new 
Congress ; and although the issue of all the elections is 
not yet known, they are sufficiently displayed to authorize 
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a belief that the opposers of the Government have been 
defeated in almost every instance. Although the elections 
in this State are over, it will be some time from the extent 
of it before the Representatives to Congress can be finally 
announced. From conjecture, however, it is supposed the 
majority will be federalists. Some are so sanguine as to 
believe that seven out of the ten will be so; but this, as I 
have already said, is altogether conjecture and vague con- 
jecture ; for much pains has been taken, and no art left un- 
essayed, to poison the mind and alarm the fears of the peo- 
ple into opposition. On the list of the Electors which 
has been published by the Executive authority of the State, 
there appear (as far as I am acquainted with the character 
of the gentlemen.) eight decided friends to the new con- 
stitution. Be the cause of the British King’s insanity what 
it may, his situation (if alive) merits commiseration. Bet- 
ter perhaps would it have been for Ais nation, though not 
for ours, (under present prospects,) if this event had hap- 
pened at the time, Dr. Franklin, you say, supposes his 
Majesty’s constitution was first tinged with the malady un- 
der which he is now laboring. 

Mrs. Washington, the Major and Fanny, and others under 
this roof, unite in best wishes and affectionate regards for 
Mrs. Posell and yourself—and, I am, 

Dear Sir, your most ob’t 
and very humble servant, 


(Signed,) G. WASHINGTON. 


GEN. WASHINGTON TO MR. JAMES McALPIN. 


{We copy the following letter from Gen. Washington to Mr. 
James McAlpin, (a Merchant Tailor in Philadelphia,) from the 
original in the possession of a lady in this city who has obliging- 
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ly lent it to us for publication in our work. The letter is not 
important, but is yet of some interest from its serving to illus- 
trate the character of the writer in a small point, and from its 
being one of the latest effusions of his pen, having been written 
in the last year of his life. 

The history of the letter, also, is somewhat curious, and serves 
to shew the high estimation in which the most trivial autographs 
of the General have always been held ; for it was given, it seems, 
by Mr. McAlpin, who was an emigrant from Glasgow, toa 
friend of his who lodged it (probably by his direction,) in Hun- 
ter’s Museum in the University of that city, from which it was, 
some years afterwards, ‘“‘ mysteriously abstracted,” but having 
been as “mysteriously restored,” was subsequently obtained, in 
exchange for another of the same writer, by a gentleman of this 
city, who gave it to the late Chief Justice Marshall, in whose 
family it is still carefully preserved.] 


Mount Vernon, 18TH Marcu, 1799. 


Str,—Your letter of the 15th ult’o came duly to hand, 
and I feel obliged by the pains you were at, to obtain gold 
thread for the Uniform Suit you were requested to make 
and forward to me. I am perfectly satisfied that nothing 
was left unattempted on your part, to comply with my or- 
der. 

This article (gold thread) being expected in the Spring 
Importations, you will provide what is good, and have the 
suit completed (by a skilful workman) agreeably to former 
directions, and sent in the manner required in my last 
letter. 

I am Sir 


Your very H’ble Serv’t, 


G. WASHINGTON. 
Mr. James McAtpin. 
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INDIAN RELICS.—No. Il. 


FORTS, &c. 


All trace of the old forts built in the Valley between the 
Blue Ridge and Alleghany, is rapidly passing away. These 
are known to have been quite numerous. Almost every 
settlement had some place to run to when the alarm of 
“Indians” was raised. It would be worth while to ascer- 
tain their location. The people of the older churches in 
the Valley, used frequently to assemble for worship with 
their guns in their hand. Around the venerable old Au- 
gusta Church, ten miles north of Staunton, is yet to be 
seen the well defined boundary of one of the largest and 
strongest forts in the Valley, with the trench more than a 
hundred yards in length, leading down the hill to the spring. 
There was also a fort in Rockbridge county, on the land 
now owned by the Rev. James Morrison, and about two 
hundred yards east of his house. The trench leading to 
the spring may yet be seen. Another fort stood in Bath 
county, a few hundred yards east of where Windy Cove 
Church now is. 

The stone battle axe of the Indian is sometimes picked 
up in our fields. Some which I have seen were about six 
inches long and three wide. They generally had a groove 
cut around them near the pole end, to which the handle 
was firmly fastened ; the other end was brought down to an 
edge. In the absence of all iron tools and weapons, this 
was no doubt valuable to the Indian. 

In their desperate charges upon each other, they fre- 
quently fought with sharpened poles, or spears. But when 
they were set on the colonies and frontier settlements by 
their more barbarian emissaries of Great Britain, these were 
soon laid aside for the gun, the tomahawk and the scalp- 
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ing knife. I know not how others may feel; but one, 
whose maternal ancestors have suffered so much,—one 
who has watched the tears on a mothers face, as she told 
the sorrowful tale, of a father, mother, brothers and sisters,— 
all except three of a large family, down to the infant on the 
breast, murdered and scalped in cold blood, and two of the 
three left, dragged into captivity; such a one, may be al- 
lowed at least to express his opinion, which is, that all the 
British agents and actors of that day, on this, or the other 
side of the great water, who took side against the colonies, 
and hired the Indians, by the payment of a scalp-reward, 
to the indiscriminate murder of men, women and children ; 
deserve to go down on the page of history, to the very low- 


est deep of infamy. 
MOUNDS. 


There is on the top of Car’s Creek Mountain in Rock- 
bridge county, touching the right hand of the road as you 
go west from Lexington, a large pile of stones erected by 
the Indians. The stones have been gathered quite clean 
for some distance around. It was probably to commemo- 
rate some event; or mark a boundary of hunting ground 
between tribes ; or mark some particular place for crossing 
the mountain. 

In the same county, and on the eastern bank of Hay’s 
Creek, just below its juncture with Walker’s Creek, there 
is a large mound of circular form. It is, perhaps forty or 
fifty feet in diameter, and is crowded with human bones. 
It had, at first, probably been twelve or fourteen feet high ; 
but it has worn down to not more than four or five. I 
should suppose this mound coutained not much short of 
one thousand bodies ; and judging from bones and teeth I 
have seen, they were of all sizes. There is in the neigh- 
borhood, an old tradition, or belief, that this was once a 
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battle ground between two tribes in deadly strife. If so, 
the dead of the victorious party only were buried here; as 
it is well known, that the Indian will not bury an enemy 
in the same grave with his own tribe. The slain of the 
other party would either be left to bleach on the ground ; 
or be burned, or thrown in the creek. The mound may, 
however, have been a place of regular burial for a long 
lapse of time, and accumulated by degrees to its great size. 
Old Mr. Hays, who owned the land at an early day, and 
gave his name to the Creek ; often argued with some of his 
neighbors, as to what race of people were buried there ; 
and as the only means of determining the point in dispute, 
it is said he directed his own body to be buried on the west- 
ward hill facing the mound, that at the resurection, he 
might see them arise. 

On the low grounds of the Cowpasture, or Wallawhu- 
toola river, in Bath county, and on the land of Warwick 
Gatewood, is a mound very similar to the one just descri- 
bed ; which also contains a large quantity of human bones. 
Some years since, Col. Adam Dickenson, who then owned 
and lived on the land, in a conversation I had with him, 
related to me, that many years before that time, as he was 
sitting in his porch one afternoon, his attention was arres- 
ted by a company of strange looking men coming up the 
bottom lands of the river. They seemed to him to be in 
quest of something, when, all at once they made a sudden 
angle, and went straighttothe mound. He saw them walk- 
ing over it and round and round; seeming to be engaged 
in earnest talk. After remaining alength of time, they left 
it and came to the house. The company, I think he told 
me, consisted of ten or twelve Indians; all rather young 
men except one, who seemed to be borne down with ex- 
treme old age. By signs, they asked for something to eat; 
which was soon given them ; after which they immediately 
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departed. Col. D. knew nothing of their language; and 
supposing that they either could not, or did not wish to 
speak English, he found out nothing of their tribe, where 
they were from or where they were going. Thus was lost 
the only chance of knowing what tribe was buried here ; 
and when; and whether or no, they were slain in battle. 
No doubt they were a part of a tribe who once inhabited 
this part of the country; and the old Indian, just before he 
died, had brought them there to show them the grave of their 
ancestors. Perhaps, when young he had been led there by 
his aged father to note the spot. The poor Indian held no 
pen to keep a record of the daring deeds of his fathers. 
He must therefore take the only expedient left, that of 
handing them down by tradition. This decrepit old war- 
rior, on trembling limbs, had now made his last pilgrimage 
to the tomb of his forefathers, leading with him a younger 
band of their descendants. It affords the Red, as well as 
the White man, a mournful pleasure to look on the heap 
of earth which covers his kindred. No doubt this old son 
of the forest was able, with untutored eloquence, to por- 
tray their feats of renown in the chase, as they bounded 
over these mountains after the Buffalo, the Elk, and the 
Deer. And how would he dwell, in the rapture of memory, 
on their strong arm in the day of battle. He would tell 
how the westward press of the pale face had driven his 
tribe from their ancient hunting ground. And once more 
his eye, dim with age, would kindle with fire, as he beheld 
the mark of the plough drawing down the earth thrown 
over his fathers. 


It is.a levelling age we live in. The grasping desire for 
land, which seizes on the Indian’s home, will not spare his 
grave, when he is gone. And when, after many years, 
having laid his bow aside, he may wander back to shed 
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his last tear over the grave of his ancestors, there will not 
be a green sod left to point him to their sleeping dust. 


MONTANUS. 


SERGEANT CHAMPE. 


The story of Sergeant Champe so graphically told by 
Gen. Lee, in his ‘‘ Memoirs of the War in the Southern 
department of the United States,’”’* has excited so much in- 
terest, and affords so heroic an example of patriotism and 
courage, that I might well wish its authenticity had never 
been impugned, and that succeeding generations might 
read it with the same unlimited faith with which mariy have 
heretofore regarded it ; but,as its value consists in its truth, 
if it be not authentic, its moral is lost; and I will proceed 
to offer some remarks upon it. 

I will first examine the narrative upon the facts which 
appear on its face. The mission of Champe had two main 
objects in view ; the abduction of Arnold from New York, 
with the view of saving the life of Andre, and the punish- 
ment of the traitor, and the obtaining of information con- 
cerning a suspected general. I quote, for the sake of ac- 
curacy, the words of Gen. Lee, addressed to Champe :-— 
‘That by succeeding in the safe delivery of Arnold, he 
not only gratified his General in the most acceptable man- 
ner, but he would be hailed as the avenger of the reputa- 
tion of the army, stained by foul and wicked perfidy; and, 
what could not be but highly pleasing, he would be the instr'u- 
ment of saving the life of Major Andre, soon to be brought 


* Lee’s Memoirs, vol. 2, p. 159, 
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before a Court of Inquiry, the decision of which could not 
be doubted, from the universally known circumstances of 
the case, and had been anticipated in the General’s instruc- 
tions,” &c., &c.— Vol. 2, pp. 163-4. 

“Again, on page 176, Gen. Lee details the events conse- 
quent upon the arrival of Champe in New York, and his 
examination before Sir Henry Clinton, who puts these 
questions to Champe: ‘ what was Major Andre’s situa- 
tion—whether any change had taken place in the manner 
of his confinement—what was the current opinion of his 
probable fate—and whether it was thought Washington 
would treat him as a spy.” Again, on page 179, Gen. 
Lee states that Champe “had that morning, (the last of 
September,) been appointed one of Arnold’s sergeants,” 

Now it so happens that Andre was executed on the 2nd 
of Octoder, as is stated by Gen. Lee himself, and as is the 
fact, and yet it appears from the General’s narrative, also 
p- 186, that Washington’s letter approving the scheme of 
Champe’s desertion and giving his advice in the case, was 
not written until the twentieth of October, eighteen days 
after the execution of Andre. It also appears from the let- 
ter of Gen. Lee, dated the twenty-first of October, and to 
be found in Sparks’ Washington, vol. 7, page 547, that 
‘the virtuous sergeant deserted last night,” or nineteen 
days after the event which it was one of his principal obe 
jects to have prevented. That the date of Washington’s 
letter is correct, is proved by Lee’s written the day after 
its date, and farther by the letter of Lee dated the 25th of 
October, in which he announces the safe arrival of Champe 
in New York, to Washington. Sparks’ Washington, vol. 7, 
p- 547. 

It is thus settled beyond doubt that Champe’s desertion 
could not have had any reference whatever to the case of 
Andre, which, as the reader will see by turning to the 
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“Memoirs,” constitutes one of the most touching topics 
in the whole narrative. Indeed, Gen. Lee publishes in a 
note to page 181, a letter addressed to himself by Wash- 
ington, dated the thirteenth of October, in which the writer 
thanks him for most important information obtained through 
the agency of Champe in New York, as is stated in the 
text of the Memoirs, when it is certain Champe did not 
desert until the night of the twentieth, and did not reach 
New York until the twenty-fifth. This letter of Washing- 
ton’s does not expressly mention the agency of Champe, 
which, however, is elaborately stated in the text, and is 
wholly inexplicable, unless, indeed, we suppose that the 
date, instead of being the thirteenth of October, was in fact 
the third of November, when the intelligence from Champe 
might have reached Lee, and been communicated to Wash- 
ington ; and that Lee, finding no date to the letter, or be- 
tieving there was a mistake in the month, made the cor- 
rection to accord with the general train of his recollections, 
which we have shown to be erroneous. We must there- 
fore conclude, that all that part of the machinery of the 
story of Champe referring to Andre is fabulous, and the 
result of an erring memory after a lapse of years, and con- 
gratulate ourselves, that, although the story is somewhat 
marred by the error, its eloquent moral is not impaired by 
it. Iam also inclined to believe, that Gen. Lee did have 
some connexion with a previous scheme to save Andre, 
which after so long a time he had forgotten, or confounded 
with that of Champe, for it appears “ that a Sergeant, who 
was one of an escort that accompanied Capt. Ogden to 
Paulus Hook as the bearer of despatches from Gen. Wash- 
ington to Sir Henry Clinton, deserted at that place during 
the night of the 30th September. The sergeant had been 
instructed to desert, and to act as a spy in New York for 
certain purposes. It may have been a part of his com- 
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mission to seize Arnold, should circumstances favor such 
an enterprize.’’—Sparks’ Washington, vol. 7, p- 549. There 
is no evidence, however, within my reach, showing that 
Gen. Lee was at all privy to this lastmentioned affair ; but, 
as Washington had a high appreciation of the sagacity of 
Lee, such may have been the case, and thus naturally led to 
the confusion of our story. 

I now proceed to examine the testimony of a formida- 
ble witness, who does not impugn the authenticity of the 
story on the ground of any contradictions in the narrative 
itself, but denies its truth altogether, and declares it impos- 
sible to be true. The following extract will speak for 
itself: 


Extract of a Letter from Col. A. McLane, addressed to Ma- 
thew Carey, Esq. 


“ Witmineton, (Det.) March 2nd, 1849. 


I have been reading Lee’s Memoirs, 2nd vol., where he 
introduces Arnold’s escape, and his sergeant, John Champe. 
Lee is a classical writer, but I know this part of his Me- 
moirs to be fabulous. I commanded the Infantry on the 
lines near Paulus Hook when Arnold escaped, and it was 
not possible for Champe to have gotten to New York, as 
he states, without my knowledge. More on this subject 
when we meet. I hope to be in Philadelphia next week.’’* 


This is the testimony of an officer who commanded the 
infantry of Lee’s Legion, was present at the scene, and, 
we may fairly presume, would have heard of such an event 


* The original of this letter is in the collection of Charles N. 
Poulson, Esq., of Philadelphia, who possesses a number of 
most valuable manuscripts illustrative of American history, as 
a his father the most complete conchological cabinet in the 

nion. 
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as the desertion of a sergeant of his own corps. Taken by 
itself, it would seem conclusive of the falsity of the whole 
story; yet there is scarcely the shadow of a doubt that Mc- 
Lane is altogether wrong, and that Lee is right. In the 
first place, it will be seen that the letter of Col. McLane is 
quite as potent to prove that the Sergeant of Capt. Ogden 
did not desert on the 30th September, as that Champe did 
not desert on the 20th October; yet the desertion of Og- 
den’s Sergeant is established (See Life and Treason of Ar- 
nold, page 270) beyond a doubt. The truth is that the 
desertion of a soldier not bearing a commission was so 
common an event as not to make of itself a very sensible 
impression on the mind, especially when there was no great 
notoriety in the case; for at the time the desertion of Og- 
den’s Sergeant, which was as patriotic an act as Champe’s, 
which happened under the eye of McLane, and which is 
proved to have taken place, was just as notorious as 
Champe’s, yet seems to have been unknown to the Colonel, 
or altogether forgotten by him. I may add that the defec- 
tion of Arnold was of so startling a character as to over- 
shadow any minor incident of the kind. 

That a Sergeant did actually desert, as stated by Lee, 
may be inferred from the letter of Washington to Lee, da- 
ted the 20th October, prescribing the course he ought to 
pursue after his desertion, and by the letter of Lee to Wash- 
ington written on the 21st, and recorded by Sparks from 
the original in the archives of the Commander in Chief 
(for Lee does not publish the letter himself,) announcing 
the fact of the desertion the night before. There is no room 
for doubt in the matter. That the name of the Sergeant 
was Champe, may be inferred not only from the fact that 
there could be no motive for Lee’s assuming a false name, 
but that, if he had done so, the error would have been ob- 
vious to the many officers and men of the Legion who 


9 
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were living in 1812 when the Memoirs were published. | 
cannot, however, find in my library any American record 
of the name of Champe but that of Lee, and the various 
references in other books to his Memoirs. Nor does the 
name appear in either of the volumes of Major Garden, 
who was a lieutenant in the Legion infantry, and delighted 
to record the personal incidents of the period. Stull no 
fatal inference can be drawn unfavorable even to the name 
of Champe, and the records at Washington, as well as the 
certificate of Washington which is doubtless in existence, 
as also the private papers of Lee, as well as the testimony 
of surviving compatriots, and especially some of the elder 
citizens of Loudon where he was born, would readily 
prove ils existence beyond question, 

I once introduced the subject of Champe to the attention 
of the late Col. Clement Carrington of Charlotte, who was 
an oflicer in extreme youth in the Legion infantry, and in- 
quired whether he had heard the story during the war, or 
had seen Champe. He had not heard the story, but re- 
membered there was a man by the name of Champe who 
was with the baggage department of the Southern army, 
adding that he had heard the officers of the Legion say, 
when some article was wanted for use, that Champe had 
it, or it was with the baggage under Champe’s care ;—a 
recollection, by the way, which may be said almost to de- 
monstrate the truth of Lee’s narrative; for, when it is re- 
membered that Champe was, according to Lee, an admira- 
ble soldier and eminently fitted for the most responsible 
active service, it is not probable that he would have kept 
him beyond the reach of danger, which the care of the 
baggage implies, without some strong motive. It is true 
that Lee says that he sent Champe to Gen. Greene, but it 
may well have happened that the Sergeant tarried awhile 
among his comrades before departing for the camp of 
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Greene, and thence for the North. In conclusion I would 
state, that, with the exception of that part of the narrative 
relating to Andre, | believe the beautiful story of Champe 
as told by Lee to be strictly true, and impregnable from 
attacks from any quarter. I would also say, that no one 
has a more exalted regard for the virtue and patriotism of 
the late Col. MeLane than I have. He may be said lite- 
rally to have fought our battles, as he was in the affair of 
the Great Bridge, which opened the ball of the Revolution 
in Virginia, and was at the battle-of York which closed it. 
It may also be proper to state that there was an unpleas- 
ant question of rank between Col. McLane and Gen. Lee, 
which, [ am told, induced the former to throw up his com- 
mission and retire from the regular army. 
Charlotte. H. B. G. 


THE TEMPERANCE REFORM. 


[We have to thank a worthy and intelligent correspondent 
for the following memoir of the Temperance Reform in our 
State, which, brief and necessarily imperfect as it is, may serve 
to give our readers such a general idea of this important and 
interesting movement as we deem most proper for our pages. | 


Notwithstanding the great and alarming extent to which 
the vice of intemperanee had prevailed in our State, no 
concerted effort was made to arrest its progress amongst us 
until the year 1826, Itis true that as early as some time 
in 1800, a shrewd Methodist, named Micajah Pendleton, 
in the county of Amherst, had drawn up and carried 
about a written pledge to abstain from ardent spirits ; 
and had obtained some signatures to his paper. But no 
society was organized; no stated meetings were held; no 
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public addresses delivered; no measures taken to collect 
or to publish facts about the countless ills which had flow- 
ed from strong drink. At length, however, in October 
1826, afew months after the American Temperance Society 
had been formed in New England, and, it is said, “ before 
any similar institution was known to exist, by those who 
originated this,” a few persons met in Charlotte, organized 
what they called ‘“ The Virginia Temperance Society,” and 
adopted a constitution to which eleven persons subscribed 
their names. These eleven, who are worth naming as pio- 
neers in a movement which was destined to enlist warm 
attachments, or to excite bitter hostilities, were Abner W. 
Clopton, Eli Ball, Elisha Collins, Reuben Chaney, John 
A. Davidson, Jeremiah B. Jeter, John W. Kelly, Bryan W. 
Lester, William Sharp, Daniel Williams, and Daniel Witt. 
Of these, Messrs. Clopton, Ball, Collins, Jeter, and Witt, 
were Baptist preachers. Mr. Clopton died in the spring 
of 1833, after having, by his numerous addresses and effec- 
tive zeal, caused the new reformation to take root in many 
parts of Virginia; so that he may as justly be said to have 
planted it here, as St. Augustin has been held to have 
planted Christianity in Britain. 

Soon after the first meeting in Charlotte, various neigh- 
borhoods in the State saw local societies arise, construc- 
ted on the same general plan; with the pledge of mere 
temperance, and this, for the most part, in the use only of 
ardent spirits. Few minds had then thought of wine, beer, 
cider, and other fermented drinks, as embodying either im- 
mediate harm or remote danger. 

There is no exact information as to the number of these 
Temperance societies in Virginia, at any stage of the 
movement. It appears, however, that of rather more than 
a thousand in the whole Union, at the close of 1829, forty 
two were reported as in our State, based on the principle 
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of abstinence from ardent spirits. By that time, nearly 
all had adopted this principle. 

We well remember the first emotions which the com- 
mencing reform excited; if emotion is not too strong a 
term for the mingled apathy, derision, and contempt, with 
which the movement was received. The prevailing thought 
among that decided minority of Virginians who bestowed 
a thought upon it, was, that the agitation was fanatical, 
and Utopian. Its movers were supposed greatly to exag- 
gerate the evils, and greatly to overrate the proposed rem- 
edy. Even most professors of religion, of all denomina- 
tions, shared the apathy, or the contempt. The news- 
papers, political and religious, kept a profound silence 
about a thipg of so little moment. The politicians, and 
even the statesmen of Virginia,—the lawyers, except a 
few of little note,—the physicians,—and men who stood 
high for learning and abilities in all walks of life,—looked 
coldly, or looked not at all, upon the attempted reforma- 
tion. We recollect, indeed, only one or two men con- 
spicuous for intelligence (out of the pulpit) who, before 
1830, dissented from the general opinion.* 

Before the end of 1831, however, great changes of opin- 
ion occurred. By public addresses, by reports of com- 
mittees publickly read, or by books, and tracts diligently 
circulated, showing by well supported statistics, the enor- 
mous dimensions of the evils warred against, and the effi- 
cacy of the proposed remedy; strong and wide impres- 


* Major David Watson, of Louisa county, expressed a strong 
approval of united resolutions of abstinence, and of the asso- 
ciated efforts against what he deemed an enormous mischief. 

Major W. was a writer in Wirt’s Old Bachelor—was an 
elected member of the Virginia Convention of 1829, but was 
prevented by ill health from sitting there—and died in 1831. 
He is mentioned with praise in one of Mr. Wirt's lately pub- 
lished letters. —See Kennedy's Life of Wirt. 


g* 
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sions were made on the public mind, which greatly fur- 
thered the reform. The progress of it was now a leading 
topic of general conversation. Two persons could hardly 
talk together without some reference to the Temperance 
Society—for censure or for praise. It was now unusual 
in many neighborhoods, to offer the bottle to a guest. 
There was also a sensible decrease of drunkenness. Many 
drunkards, by abstaining altogether, (even though they be- 
longed to societies pledged only to moderation,) were re- 
claimed. A much larger number, it is believed, were kept 
from becoming drunkards, by avoiding what now stood 
manifest as the sole passway to drunkenness—moderate 
drinking. The absurdity of the mere temperance pledge 
was now clear to almost every one. Increasing numbers 
became convinced that Dr. Johnson’s remark was true— 
that “Abstinence is as easy as moderation is difficult.” 
Besides, where was the boundary line between Temperance 
and Intemperance ? 

In 1830 and 1831, most of those enlisted in the refor- 
mation were persuaded, that there was great inconsistency 
and want of wisdom in leaving out'fermented liquors from 
the pledge. Chemical analysis, they said, proved that 
Madeira, Port, and some other wines, had 23 or 25 per 
cent of alcohol; fully half as much as ordinary whiskey ; 
while the weaker sorts, and cider, beer, &c., contained 
from 6 to 15, or 18 per cent; as much as toddy, mint- 
julap, and many other good drinks confessedly intoxica- 
ting. This was the case even when no adulteration was 
practised; but the wines commonly sold were strength- 
ened by large infusions of brandy, and polluted by un- 
wholesome drugs to give them flavor and pungency. They 
had thus more mischief in them than ardent spirits had. 
The poor, too, who could not afford to drink wine, ex- 
claimed against the unfairness of requiring them to give 
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up their humble beverage, whiskey, while their wealthier 
associates indulged themselves freely in costly wine. 
These considerations prevailed so far, that most socie- 
ties now included wine in their pledges ; though they could 
not yet proscribe other liquors, and were obliged to spare 
the favorite cider. 

In 1831, the new reformation received a fresh impulse by 
tidings from Europe, thatit was also spreading in that region. 
So early as 1829, Temperance Societies were formed in Ire- 
land, and Scotland, with above 14,000 members. The ex- 
ample was followed in England, by still greater nnmbers ; 
and on the continent, by many more. British writers uttered 
the highest eulogies of the movement, and its American 
originators. One called it ‘a great discovery’’ that ‘‘ tem- 
perate drinkers are the chief agents in promoting and 
and said that the ‘ discoverer 
of this great truth had done more for the world than he 
who enriched it with the knowledge of a new continent.” 
Another said “that Temperance Societies had truly made 
America the new world.” These praises from a different 
hemisphere gratified the national pride of our reformers ; 
and heightened their confidence in the merits, and ulti- 
mate success, of their enterprise. How great, thought 
they, must be the lustre of this cause, when the mere 
reflection of its radiance back across the ocean, is so re- 


perpetuating drunkenness :’ 


splendent ! 

In supporting this Reform, the Baptists far outwent all 
other religious denominations in Virginia, till 1831: and, 
among the Baptists, a much larger proportion of preachers 
than of laymen. Methodists, when urged to sign a pledge, 
said that their church was itself a sufficient Temperance So- 
ciety, and quoted Wesley’s prohibition of spirituous liquors. 
But the inefficacy of that restraint was now glaring even to 
themselves, and the scandals which were brought upon 
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this branch of the church by the misconduct of some of its 
members in relation to this subject, awakened its fears. In 
1830, or 1831, some eminent Methodist ministers, followed 
by many of their laity, joined with characteristic energy in 
the warfare against strong drink, and no denomination has 
since done more ellicient service to the cause. Members 
both clerical and lay, of the other leading churches, were 
tardier; and the Episcopalians, until very recently, were 
behind all. The reasons of these diflerences are manifest, 
and need not be explained. 

in 1832 and 1833, no prominent occurrence connected 
with our subjectis to be noted. Generally speaking, how- 
ever, the progress of the Reform was visible; though with 
occasional remissions, and even relapses, such as have re- 
peatedly attended its course. In those years, some pow- 
erful writings in support of it were introduced amongst us. 
One of these was the Fourth Annual Report of the Ameri- 
can Temperance Society, a well-written pamphlet of 110 
pages, crowded with striking facts, and cogent arguments ; 
and another wasa small work entitled “Temperance Tales,” 
by Lucius M. Sargent, a Boston lawyer, containing some 
interesting and happily conceived narratives, at once hu- 
morous and pathetic, and written ina style of composition 
singularly racy and beautiful, and altogether well calcula- 
ted to produce a deep and salutary impression. 

The Virginia Temperance Society had now transferred 
its annual meetings to Richmond ; and in February 1834, 
it published an invitation to the various local societies of 
the State to meet in Convention at the metropolis. But 
the Young Men’s Temperance Society of Frederick Coun- 
ty, having issued a proposal that such a convention should 
be held at Charlottesville, in the fall, this proposal was 
seconded by the Executive Committee of the State Society, 
Accordingly, the first’ Temperance Convention of Virginia, 
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assembled at Charlottesville, on the 30th of October, 1834, 
and sat three days, adjourning finally on the 3rd of No- 
vember. 

In this Convention were 150 members delegates from 
Temperance Societies in 38 counties, all of them cis-Al- 
leghaney, nine lying in the great Valley, and 29 in Eas- 
tern Virginia. The nine were Alleghaney, Augusta, Bath, 
Berkeley, Botetourt, Frederick, Hampshire, Rockingham, and 
Shenandoah. 

Of the members, 37 were ministers of the Gospel, and 
18 physicians, Among these were several eminent men 
who have since died: we may name, more particularly, the 
Rev, Conrad Speece, D. D., Jonathan P. Cushing, Presi- 
dent of Hampden Sidney College, Hugh Nelson, and 
Thomas Walker Gilmer. The Rev. Justin Edwards, of 
Massachusetts, one of the ablest and moat untiring pioneers 
of the reformation; and Edward C. Delavan, of New York, 
who has given many thousands of dollars, and years of 
patient labor to the cause; attended the Convention as in- 
vited guests. 

General John H. Cocke, of Fluvanna, was Chosen Pre- 
sident; and ten Vice-Presidents were appointed. Hugh 
Nelson, Thomas W. Gilmer, Jonathan P. Cushing, Conrad 
Speece, Rev, Edward Wadsworth, Rev. J. B. Jeter, of Lan- 
caster, Col. Samuel Blackwell, of Northumberland, Dr. 
Joseph B. Anderson, of Amelia, Dr. J. W. R. Dunbar, of 
Frederick, and Nathaniel C. Crenshaw, of Hanover, 

The Convention, proceeding to business, adopted 33 Res- 
olutions, bearing, directly or indirectly, upon the use of 
distilled spirits; declaring the opinion that to make, or 
sell them, was morally wrong,—earnestly approving the 
stand taken by physicians in favor of the Temperance 
cause—invoking the continued co-operation of the ladies 
in that cause—commending the owners and masters of 
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ships for sailing them with no spirits on board, so that more 
than a thousand vessels were navigating the ocean without 
them—pronouncing the pledge of total abstinence from 
ardent spirits an indispensable feature of the Temperance 
Reform, &c., &c. It could not, however, be brought to 
resolve or declare against wine, or other liquors, in any man- 
ner or form whatever. 

Under one of the resolutions of the body, the President 
and three other members were appointed a committee to 
prepare and publish an Address to the People of Virginia. 
This paper, which appeared accordingly soon afterwards, 
set forth astrong array of facts and reasonings to show the 
necessity of reform in the drinking habits of the country ; 
and displayed the happy effects which had already flowed 
from the movement, in glowing terms. 

A short time before the meeting of the Convention in 
Charlottesville, a newspaper, called ‘“‘The Temperance Pio- 
neer,” had been established in Winchester, by the Young 
Men’s Temperance Society of Frederick. During the 
Convention, this paper was transferred to the Executive 
Committee of the State Society, who transferred its pub- 
lication to Richmond, and new-named it “ The Southern 
Temperance Star.” It was now published monthly in 
eight quarto pages, through the year 1835, and then ceas- 
ed. It contained many things of great pith; but was edit- 
ed and printed in so shabby a manner that it produced but 
little effect. N. R. 

[T'o be continued. } 


PRIDE AND HUMILITY. 


I never yet found pride in a noble nature, nor humility 
in an unworthy mind.—Owen Feltham. 
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COLONEL WILLIAM CABELL. 


[We are indebted to our esteemed correspondent, N. F. 
Cabell, Esq., of Nelson, for a second communication relating 
to this distinguished patriot, containing some slight corrections 
and further particulars, which we add here to our former notice 
of him, with great pleasure. ] 


According toa record now before me, Col. William Cabell 
was born (not in 1727-30, but) in May 1729-30,—a mode 
of statement which refers to the old manner of notin; 
both the legal and historical years, which formerly prevail: 
ed,—that is, as we should now say, in 1730. 

The Convention which appointed him a member of the 
Committee of Safety was that which formed the first Con- 
stitution of Virginia ;—or rather preceded it, the Consti- 
tution having been enacted in 1776, though the members 
who composed both bodies were nearly the same. 

In alluding to the co-operation of relatives with his ef- 
forts in the cause of Independence, mention was made 
generally of his “brothers.” And as the reference was 
more especially to two of them who were nearer to him 
in age than the one there named, to avoid both confusion 
and injustice, some farther mention of these and other 
members of his family seems to be required. 

Dr. William Cabell emigrated from Wiltshire, England, 
to this State in the first quarter of the last century. After 
remaining some years in lower Virginia, he advanced far- 
ther into the interior; acquired a large body of lands on 
both banks of James River, in what are now the counties 
of Nelson and Buckingham: settled in the former county 
near Swan Creek, on the Estate now known as Liberty 
Hall: became the founder of the family which in this 
country bears his name, and died in 1774, in his 87th year. 

Tradition reports that he was a man of learning and sci- 
ence, distinguished in his profession, and enterprising and 
active withal: that he was moreover of liberal principles 
in potiti¢s, and alive to the rights and interests of the 
Colony. He early impressed on his sons the importance 
of a regard to the public welfare ; and that they might be 
qualified to discharge their duties as citizens, he gave them 
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such opportunities of education as the country then afford- 
ed ;—a lesson and an example, which, it is believed, have 
not been wholly lost on his descendants of later genera- 
tions. 


Besides an only daughter, who married a Mr. Horsley, 
he left four sons, and to one of these, as so many branches 
from the original stock, are persons of his name in the 
habit of tracing their lineage. Of his sons, the eldest was 
the subject of our sketch, and hence, in public documents 
of an earlier date than 1774, he is recognized as Wm. 


Cabell, Jr. 


The second and third sons were Joseph and John Cabell. 
Both of these gentlemen were members of the Convention, 
as they had been of previous Assemblies; the former as 
the colleague of his brother William in 1774,—the latter 
as the Delegate from Buckingham in 1775. And it is to 
them, I presume, that R. H. Lee refers, when, in his letter 
to Col. Wm. Cabell, heretofore published by you, he speaks 
of those of his [Col. C’s] family with whom he had served 
in the Assembly. 


Col. Nicholas Cabell, born in 1750, was much younger 
than either of his brothers, and at that time could scarcely 
have acquired an influence commensurate with theirs. He, 
however, commanded a company in General Lafayette’s 
Contingent of troops at Jamestown, was ever afterwards 
an ardent Republican, became popular as such, and served 
during several terms in the Senate of Virginia. 

Col. William Cabell married Margaret, the daughter of 
Mr. Samuel Jordan who resided on James River, near the 
Seven Islands. In naming some of his children, I inad- 
vertently gave Landon the precedence in age of his brother 
William. The third daughter, long since deceased, was 
the wife of a gentleman who still survives; but the lady 
referred to as ‘“‘still living” is his grand-daughter. 

Of Col. C. —as of other men of mark—there were long 
current in this region, anecdotes indicative of the more 
striking traits of his character, and of the respect his fellow 
citizens bore him; but some of these are too nearly asso- 
ciated with private individuals, or relations, and others at 
this day have scarcely sufficient point or novelty to interest 
the public. 

The Journals of the Colonial Assembly, if within our 
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reach, might throw some light on the part he early took in 
Public Affairs, and particularly in contemporaneous Leg- 
islation. But the originals of these records, (earlier than 
1773) as I learn, were transferred to England by Lord 
Botetourt, and the State has not yet procured copies. In 
the Statutes themselves his name occasionally appears. 
Thus in 1758, 1764, 1765, 1775, I find him named as Com- 
missioner for settling the accounts of Militia for services 
in the frontier wars against the Indians.* So early as 
32 Geo. II. the Assembly had passed “ an Act for the Im- 
provement of Arts and Manufactures.” But this, from 
various causes, having proved inefficient, it appears that 
in |1762 William Cabell, Jr. subscribed, with many other 
gentlemen, £1 for 8 years, to make up bounties to encour- 
age the raising of domestic wine and silk.t In 1770 he 
and his brother Joseph became members of the Associa- 
tion for abstaining from the use of British manufactures, 
whose Resolves are given in your last number. I have 
also seen his name appended to several other documents 
of the years immediately preceding the Revolution—par- 
ticularly that which records the famous meeting at the 
Raleigh Tavern, but they are not at hand for present refer- 
ence. In 1765 he was appointed a Commissioner to ob- 
tain subscriptions for making the old canal around the 
Falls of James River;{ and again a Commissioner in 1784 
to procure subscriptions to the stock of the Old James 
River Company—whose object it was to remove obstruc- 
tions from the bed of that stream above the Falls, so as to 
render it navigable for batteaux.§ It thus appears that he 
was one of the first, and as tradition states, one of the 
most active and eflicient, in promoting an improvement 
which however imperfect at that time, has since receivd a 
large share of the attention and patronage of the Legisla- 
ture. 
N. F. C. 


* Hening’s Statues at Large, vil., 202, 232, vii, 10, 124, 
1x., 61. 

+ Ibid, vi., 568. 

$ Ibid, vint., 148. 

§ Act of October 1784, 
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LEVELLING UP. 


It is agreed on al} hands, I believe, that levelling down 
is a bad business, but some persons seem to suppose that 
levelling up (as they call it) is a good work. But is it so 
indeed? I confess I am strongly inclined to doubt the sound- 
ness of this opinion. For fill up al) the vallies to the tops 
of the highest mountains, and what would you have but a 
lofty table-land as flat, and of course as dead and dull, as 
the lowest plain? You have made the landscape not more 
but less lovely to an elegant eye, because you have made 
st less earthly, and even less heavenly than it was before— 
for, as the poet says, 

“For earth hath this variety from heaven, 

Of pleasure situate in hill and dale.” 
So you have actually spoiled the scene, instead of mend- 
ing it, by your improvement. W.S. 


THE PICTURE OF VIRTUE. 


{The following Lines supposed to be suggested by a Picture 
of Virtue representing her as a young woman meanly clad, 
treading on the image of Death, and with wings on her shoul- 
ders, are hinted from a# olé poem, entitled ** Descripsion of Ver- 
tue,” by Nicholas Grimoald, who wrote between 1530-41550. 
See Montgomery’s Christian Poet, p. #2.) 

Say, who art thou that fast ant angels face, 

Yet wearest weeds of sorrow and disgrace ? 

‘A maiden pilgrim, Virtue is my name, 

And, far from home, I suffer scorn and shame ; 

Unknown, unhonored by the passing throng, 

Who spurn my counsels, and despise my song.’ 
Why treadest thou on death? ‘I cannot die.’ 
And why hast thou those wings? ‘' To reach the sky ; 
For I shall shortly bid the world farewell, 
And soar to heaven where all my kindred dwell.’ 
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Various Intelligence. 


THE LAUNCH OF THE POWHATAN,. 


We learn from Norfolk that the Launch of the new Govern- 
meut Steam-Ship, the Powhatan, came off at Gosport, on the 
14th inst., (February last,) ia handsome style. The morning of 
the day was stormy and forbidding, and many were kept away 
from the scene who would have enjoyed it highly. A large 
crowd, however, had assembled in spite of the weather, to wit- 
ness the exciting spectacle, aud at the appointed hour the con- 
scious ship broke away from her bed, and rushed into the river 
with a joyous crash that called forth thunders of applause. 
“ There was a beautiful and touching incident,” says the Argus, 
that occurred at the very moment the Powhatan plunged inte 
her destined element, which rendered the scene truly thrilling 
and sublime. The morning, as we before remarked, was low- 
ering, blustering, and rainy, but as the ship went proudly over 
the waves, the winds were suddenly stilled, the rain céased to 
fall, and a brilliant rainbow made its appearauce in the heavens, 
spanning, as itseemed, the sister towns of Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth, in one long and delightful embrace.” 

“After the ceremony of the launch was over, Commodore 
Sloat and the officers of the Yard extended every civility and 
attention to the honorable members of the Legislature and other 
visitors, and after conducting them to the Dry-dock and the va- 
rious departments connected with the station, the Commodore 
took them to his residence where a sumptuous repast awaited 
them, and where they were entertained with the most cordial 
hospitality. 

We are happy to state that not a single accident occurred te 
mar the pleasures of the occasion.” 





THE WASHINGTON MONUMENT. 


The 22nd of February, always marked in our calendar as the 
birth-day of Washington, was specially signalized this year by 
the ceremony of laying the corner-stone of the Monument to 
his memory, which has been decreed by the General Assembly 
and People of Virginia to. be erected in the capitol square in 
this city. The occasion was naturally one of surpassing inter- 
est, aud crowds of citizens, assembled from all parts of the 
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country, were here to witness and enjoy the scene. The Pres- 
ident of the United States, too, a worthy and honored son of 
our old Commonwealth, having been specially invited by the 
Legislature, was with us to grace our solemnities by his pres- 
ence. It was a day, indeed, (in classical phrase,) to be noted by 
a white stone, and thousands of * hearts beat happily” under all 
the cheering associations and emotions which it awakened in 
our breasts. We shall not attempt to relate the particulars, but 
will only say for ourselves, that the whole exhibition, as far as 
we saw it, was conducted with a degree of order and propriety 
that was highly gratifying to all our patriotic feelings, and truly 
honorable, as we thought, to our city and State. 

We add the following account of the Proceedings from the 
Times of the 25th, which is much fuller and better than any 
we should be able to furnish from our own view. 


“The Procession was formed, at an early hour, at the ap- 
pointed spot in Main Street, when the Governor with the Pres- 
ident of the United States and his suite, and other invited 
guests ; the different military companies, and civil societies and 
orders, took their positions as designated in the programme. 
The line was much the longest ever seen in our city, and was 
about an hour and a quarter in passing any single point. Be- 
fore the head of the Procession reached the Square, the seats 
that had been provided, on either side of the site for the Monu- 
ment, were filled, and a great mass of human beings pressed 
closely to the spot, whilst a vast number occupied the grounds 
near the Capitol and the City Hall. A detachment of the Pub- 
lic Guard with the Dragoons, having cleared the space about the 
large circular pit which had been dug for the reception of the 
corner-stone, the Governor, with President Taylor on one arm, 
and ex-President Tyler on the other, followed by R. G. Scott, 
Esq., the Masonic orator of the day, and other persons of dis- 
tinction, advanced to the spot, when the Governor took his posi- 
tion by the side of the corner stone, and the other gentlemen 
ascended a high platform erected in the centre of the great walk. 
The members of the Masonic Fraternity, of the higher degrees, 
occupied the steps formed in the solid earth on the sides of the 
pit, and presented, with their rich insignia, a very picturesque 
display. 

The ceremonies were now opened with prayer by the Rev. 
Dr. Empie, who was arrayed in his Masonic garb. Then fol- 
lowed the mystic rites usually performed by the Masons on such 
occasions. The records and other memorials, collected for the 
purpose, were placed in the compartment prepared in the large 
nether stone presented by the James River and Kanawha Com- 
pany: and the granite cap stone, presented by the Richmond 
and Danville Railroad Company, was slowly let down to its 
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position by means of a strong pully, the Governor assisting to 
adjust it. 

‘The Masonic Rites over the stone being completed, the Gov- 
ernor ascended the central platform, and Mr. Seott addressed 
his brother Masons, and the audience at large, in a speech of 
somewhat less than an hour, in which he spoke chiefly of Gen- 
eral Washington’s connection with the Masonic Fraternity, and 
his attachment to their order, and produced some very juterest- 
ing memorials of his Masonic history. Amongst these were the 
record of his initiation into Lodge No. 4, of the town of Fred- 
ericksburg, in 1752, and the apron, sash and gloves which he 
wore on the occasion of laying the corner stone of the Capitol 
at Washington. Mr. Scott also exhibited, a small silk mantle 
in which Gen. Washington when an infant, was baptized, in 
his mother’s arms. This very remarkable relic was looked upon 
with much sensation by the vast assembly. 

Gov. Floyd followed Mr. Scott, and spoke with a voice of 
extraordinary power. His subject was the military and civil 
character of Washington, and the sentiments of veneration 
which he warmly expressed, were received with great emotion. 
In conclusion, the Governor made very appropriate allusions 
to President Taylor, and to ex-President Tyler, both of whom 
sat near him. ‘The reference to General Taylor elicited the 
most enthusiastic cheers from the vast crowd. 


The Rev. Mr. Cowles concluded the ceremonies of the oc- 
casion with a brief prayer. 

Mr. Mayo, the delegate from the city, then came forward, 
and said he had the honor to present to his fellow citizens Gen. 
Zachary Taylor, the President of the United States. General 
Taylor spoke a few unpretending sentences, which were recei- 
ved in the spirit of hearty sincerity with which he uttered them. 
He modestly expressed the pride with which he looked upou 
Virginia as his native State, and declared that his long absence 
from her borders had never caused him to forget that she was 
his mother. 

After this brief address, the President descended from the 
stand, and mingling with the crowd, walked towards the North- 
ern front of the Capitol, where, in company with Col. F. H. 
Smith, he reviewed the corps of Cadets from the Virginia Mil- 
itary Institute; and declared himself highly gratified with the 
appearance and beautiful discipline of this noble band of youth- 
ful soldiers. 

The troops, after leaving the Square, were marched to Stuat’s 
Factory, in one of the spacious rooms of which a collation had 
been prepared, by the attention of the City Council. The 
President was present at this collation fora short time, and made 
a few remarks to the Volunteer Companies, expressive of the 
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confidence with which he had always relied upon the volunteer 
service. 

The events of the day were closed with some beautiful fire- 
works from the Capitol Square and Gamble’s Hill, and a splen- 
did Masonic Ball at the Union Hotel. 

We should not omit mentioning that during the march of the 
different military corps, and at intervals during the ceremonies 
on the Square, inspiring martial and other airs were performed 
by the celebrated Old Point Band, which had come up to the 
city under the orders of General Bankhead, and also by the 
fine bands of the Public Guard and the Blues. 

Amongst the troops we were happy to see two excellent Vol- 
unteer Companies from Petersburg.” 


THE FAREWELL ADDRESS. 


The sale of the original MS. of the Farewell Address of Gen. 
Washington to the people of the United States took place last 
evening, at the Philadelphia Exchange. It has been bound up 
in a neat volume, and contains with it astatement by Mr. Clay- 
poole of the manner in which he became possessed of it. It 
was stated by Mr. Thomas, the auctioneer, that Mr. D. C. Clay- 
poole left no lineal heirs, and his collateral descendants are scat- 
tered over the country; the estate is also involved, and there 
was no other course for the administrator than to sell the MS., 
which was appraised as personal property. The document was 
then put up for sale, and started with a bid of five hundred dol- 
lars. It ran up to twenty-three hundred dollars, where it lin- 

ered for a period, and was then knocked down to the Rev. 

r. Henry D. Boardman, pastor of the 12th Presbyterian Church 
in this city. It was announced that he purchased it “ fora 
gentleman living ata distance.” (Mr. Lennox of New York.) 

Afterwards, the original portrait of Washington, by James 
Peale, painted for Mr. Claypoole in 1778, was also put up, and 
bought by Dr. Boardman, for the same gentleman on whose 
account the MS. was purchased. 

A volume of the “ Daily Advertiser,” containing the Address, 
was also sold for $12. These all belonged to the Claypoole 
estate. 

A MS. letter of Washington to General Mifflin, dated 4th 
April, 1784, was also put up for sale, on account of whom it 
might concern. It was a mere letter of introduction, request- 
ing the usual civilities by Gen. Mifflin to Count de Lavalette 
Montmorency, brother of the Duc de Montmorency, who was 
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travelling through the United States. It brought $20, and was 
purchased by a gentleman named Bickley. . 

The attendance was large, and much curiosity was manifest- 
ed as to the price the various relics would bring.—Ledger. 





THE MEDICAL COLLEGE. 


The Annual Commencement of this institution was held in 
the Hall of the College, on Tuesday evening, the 19th ult. with 
the usual ceremonies, and with gratifying effect. A large and 
brilliant company was present on the occasion. The Rev. Mr. 
Dibrell, of the Methodist church, made the introductory prayer, 
after which the Dean announced the names of the candidates, 
and the Rev. Dr. Green, Presideut of Hampden Sidney College, 
conferred the degrees on the following gentlemen : 


H. Singleton Belt, of Powhatan; Cornelius C. Broaddus, of 
Caroline; ‘Thomas J. Cheatham, of Chesterfield; Apollos A. 
Davis, of Albemarle; Burns J. Ellis, of Essex; Wm. B. 
Evans, of Granville, N. C.; John F. Gardner, of Massachu- 
setts; Robert H. Gordon, of Norfolk city; Addison Hall, Jr., 
of Lancaster; James T. Hambleton. of Pittsylvania; Loyd 
W. Jones, of Dinwiddie; Samuel Kennerly, Jr., of Au- 
gusta; George R. Lybrook, of Giles; Wm. G. McGruder, 
of Powhatan; Algernon S. McRae, of Powhatan; Henry A. 
Morgan, of Gates county, N. C.; Hugh Nelson, of Mecklen- 
burg ; James M. Norwood, of Warren county, N. C.; Edward 
D. Phillips, of Nansemond; Robert f1. Robertson, of Augusta; 
Robert W. Starke, of Hanover; James M. Taliaferro, of Nel- 
son; Wm. J. Waller, of Williamsburg; Richard H. Watkins, 
of Nottoway. 

The gold medal for the prize essay was presented to Samuel 
Kennerly, Junr. of Augusta county. 

Dr. Green now delivered the Valedictory Address to the grad- 
uating class, (in which he paid some handsome and some rather 
flattering compliments to the medical profession,) and was fol- 
lowed by Dr. Gibson, who added a few parting words to the 
young doctors, in his usual graceful style. 

We are happy to see and hear that this useful and meritorious 
institution is in a prosperous state, and we trust thatit will con- 
tinue to be duly supported and encouraged by all our citizens. 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


This body closed its labors on Friday the 22d ult. af- 
ter a protracted session, having d a considerable number 
of bilis, some of which, we may hope, will promote the public 
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the Hall of the College, on Tuesday evening, the 19th ult. with 
the usual ceremonies, and with gratifying effect. A large and 
brilliant company was present on the occasion. The Rev. Mr. 
Dibrell, of the Methodist church, made the introductory prayer, 
after which the Dean announced the names of the candidates, 
and the Rev. Dr. Green, President of Hampden Sidney College, 
conferred the degrees on the following gentlemen : 


H. Singleton Belt, of Powhatan; Cornelius C. Broaddus, of 
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The gold medal for the prize essay was presented to Samuel 
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Dr. Green now delivered the Valedictory Address to the grad- 
uating class, (in which he paid some handsome and some rather 
flattering compliments to the medical profession,) and was fol- 
lowed by Dr. Gibson, who added a few parting words to the 
young doctors, in his usual graceful style. 
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tinue to be duly supported and encouraged by all our citizens. 
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weal. Among these, we are particularly gratified to notice the 
liberal act to encourage the voluntary emigration of our Free 
People of Color to Liberia; which may be regarded as very 
clearly aud substantially expressive of the true sentiment and 
proper policy of our State on this interesting subject. 

The act also to take the sense of the People upon the call 
for a Convention, and providing for the same, may lead to the 
most important results. 


THE GOLD CHAIN FOR MR. WEBSTER. 


We saw, on Saturday. a chain of California gold, which is 
to be presented to Mr. Webster in acknowledgment of his emi- 
nent services in the cause of the Union of the States. It is from 
a resident of California, a State whose application for immedi- 
ate admission into the Union Mr. Webster has promised to ad- 
vocate, with all the weight of his powerful influence. The 
chain is of pure gold, of a value exceeding four hundred dollars 
as it came from the mines. Its workmanship reflects much 
credit on Californian skill. It was manufactured for the donor 
Mr. George W. Eggleston, at San Francisco.—N. Y. J. of Com, 


THE DEATH OF MR. CALHOUN. 


We regret to record that the Hon. John C. Calhoun, a 
Senator of the United States from the State of South Carolina, 
died at his lodgings in Washington, on Sunday morning the 
3ist ult., in the 69th year of his age. 

Mr. C. has been so long before the public eye, and has filled so 
large a space in the public estimation, that his death cannot be 
noted without a feeling of deep regret. It has come upon us, 
too, by something like surprise. for though we knew that he had 
been seriously ill, we had heard that he was recovering from 
his immediate prostration, and was likely to live for some 
time. We could not apprehend, moreover, at least we 
could not exactly realize, that such a man—so ardent, so active, 
so intellectual, would die like one of ordinary mould. But 
alas! for our fallacious hopes—he is indeed no more. He has 
fallen on his “high place,” and has left us nothing to console 
us for his loss but the remembrance of his eminent virtues, and 
splendid talents, and public services—all condensed in his fame— 
which is now the precious inheritance of his State, and of his 
Country for ever. 
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South Carolina will naturally mourn and miss him most, and 
will doubtless enshrine his body in her hallowed soil, with all 
the honors which she can lavish upon his tomb. But other 
States—and our whole Union—will sympathize with her in this 
fond and grateful tribute of honor to the dead. 

Even those who, not unreasonably perhaps, doubted and dis- 
trusted the tendency (if not the intention) of his peculiar views, 
will now unite with the restin acknowledging and extolling all that 
was truly laudable and admirable in the character and conduct 
of him who is no more. 


THE OYSTER WAR: 


On Friday last, the 29th ult., the Artillery Company, Lieut. 
F. Riddick commanding, with a number of citizens, amounting 
in all to about seventy-five men, all under command of the 
Sheriff of the County, (Col. Hugh H. Kelly,) proceeded to the 
mouth of Nansemond River, in the Steamer Sun, for the pur- 
pose of arresting those who were violating the laws of the 
Commonwealth, relating to Oysters in the County of Nanse- 
mond. Having arrived at the “seat of war’—the “ Spit,” and 
the force, “armed to teeth,” formed in battle array in as good 
order as possible, the steamer “rounded to” and “brought up” 
in the midst of the fleet of vessels there violating the law, when 
the order to “board” was given, and in less than half an hour 
twelve vessels were captured, and about seventy-five men taken 
prisoners! without the firing of a single gun!! The vessels 
were put under charge of men from the company, and sailed 
for Suffolk, where they arrived on Saturday. ‘lhis is the great- 
est Naval victory on record ! 

The offenders were examined on Saturday before Benjamin 
Riddick, Esq., and the Captains were mulct in the sum of 
$33.50 each—the fine, costs, and expenses of arrest. R.H. 
Riddick, jr., for the Commonwealth. R.H. Prentiss and Jas. 
E. Jinkins for the prisoners.— Suffolk Intelligencer. 


_— 


THE GOLD MINES. 


The Gold Mines in Virginia are represented to be in full ope- 
ration now, and with the aid of good machinery some of them 
are producing fair results. ‘The White Hall Mines continue to 
yield handsome profits, and the “ Woodville Mine, owned by 
Col. John P. Adams, of Baltimore, is becoming very produc- 
tive.” Some others also are doing well.—Baltimore Sun. 
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THE STATE OF EUROPE. 


By the last steamship, Europa, we have the news from Liv- 
erpool to the 23d ult.—but there is nothing of much interest in 
the intelligence from the old world. We select some items : 

In England—the Chancellor of the Exchequer has presented 
his budget for the ensuing year, announcing a surplus of nearly 
two and a half millions, but the manner in which that surplus 
had been disposed of, is not satisfactory to the country. The 
Ministers are said to hold office by a very precarious tenure. 

In France—the elections have passed off quietly, and order 
reigns thoughout the republic, at present. 

The Patrie, which is looked upon as a semi-official paper, in- 
timates that the government will adopt prompt po eflicient 
means to restrain the ultra democratic party. 

In Germany—a Congress of the Sovereigns of Germany will 
be held at Dresden, in April, for the purpose of consultation 
relative to the affairsof Germany. ‘The Emperor of Austria, and 
the Kings of Ifanover and Saxony are to be present. 


Aliscellann. 


LITERARY MINUTES. 
THE PHENIX. 


An old play-wright, I see, Sir Richard Fanshaw, calls the 
fable of the Phenix an “ odoriferous lie.” A strange expression 
this, and rather a hard term, I think, to apply to one of the most 
beautiful fictions of poetic power. The Phenix is, indeed, me 
judice, the very sweetest invention of the creative faculty, the 
brightest offspring of imagination, that know. Only think— 
a self-renewing bird, dying only to live again, and brighter than 
ever,—constructing her own funeral pyre, and that a sort of altar, 
fragrant with ail manuer of sweet spices—expiring, or seeming 
to expire, in a blaze of aromatic perfumes, but anon putting out 
her wings again, fresher and finer than ever—and soaring away 
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to the Sun’s city, followed by a long train of all the birds of the 
air, cheering and celebrating her new birth with their symphonious 
strains. What a perfect posy of fragrant fancies collected 
and combined together, have we here! 

Now I should really like much to know the origin of the fabriea- 
tion. Who was the first author of it?) And what basis had he for 
his invention? (If it was not rather a dream, the whisper of some 
ethereal spirit?) Was it anything in nature—and what was it? 
Was it the sun setting in flames with all the balmy ineense of 
evening about it, and rising again the next morning—more ra- 
diantand resplendent—and shining out in all its brightened beams, 
“another and the same?” ‘The allusion to the sun in the story 
seems to countenance this supposition: so we may say Phebus him- 
self was the first to hint the idea of it tosome favorite poet. Or 
was it merely the fanciful inearnation of some philosophical 
truth?) And if so, what precious truth was it that was thus en- 
shrined? Perhaps it was truth itself—pure, essential truth— 
that was thus symbolically and delightfully expressed, for truth 
certainly grows brighter with age, and renews itself from time to 
time, even after the lapse of centuries, and springs out more tri- 
umphantly and rejoicingly from the flames of persecution and 
martyrdom in which it seemed to be consumed. Or was it 
nothing of all this, but just an “ odoriferous fiction,” made by 
the “ desiring fantasy” ef man, for its own sweet sake ? 

After all, perhaps the first Phenix was only some beautiful wo- 
man, whose charms were as various and vivacious as those of the 
imaginary bird, and the idea of whose beauty deserved the compli- 
ment of being thus embraced in the envelope of this delectable 
conceit. Ifso, Tickell has only divined the secret of the fic- 
tion in those verses to a lady with which he introduces 
his translation of Claudian’s poem on the subject; and which 
are at least elegant and pleasing enough to quote: 


Each fabled charm in matchless Celia meets, 

In heavenly colours and ambrosial sweets ; 

Her virgin bosom chaster fire supplies, 

And beams more piercing guard her kindred eyes. 
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O'erflowing wit th’ imagined wonder drew, 

But fertile fancy ne’er can reach the true. 

Now buds your youth, your cheeks their bloom disclose, 
Th’ untainted lily, and unfolding rose ; 

Ease in your mien, and sweetness in your face, 
You speak a Syren, and you move a Grace. 

Nor time shall urge these beauties to decay, 
While virtue gives what years shall steal away. 
The fair whose youth can boast the worth of age, 
In age shall with the charms of youth engage ; 

In every change still lovely, still the same, 

A fairer Phenix in a purer flame. 


LINES 


Suggested by the motto on a Sun-dial, on the public road 
near Venice :—Horas non numero nisi serenas. 


I count not the hours unless they are bright; 
The dark ones are nothing to me; 

And still through the clouds and the shadows of night, 
I wait for the sun to be free. 


So the traveller, too, though bright Phebus no more 
Gilds his pathway, should never complain; 

But, calm and composed, trust that, bright as before, 
He shall break out in glory again. 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


We regret that we have been compelled 5 want of space 


to omit several articles—more particularly a Memoir of Gov- 
ernor Page, and a Notice of Foote’s Sketches of Virginia— 
which we had intended to insert in thisnumber. We shall give 
them in our next. 





